Governor Allén Is Dead.

Henry Watkins Allen, Iate Con-
fodorate Governor af Louisinna, died
in the city of Moxico, on tho 22nd
day of April last, after o short ill-
,ness, The distrossing ro)lmrh of his
douth reached us two ovthree days
‘ago, in an wnauthentic form, and we
havo refused to admit the sad news
! as truoas lung as thoro was & ration-
al hopo that the report was unfound.
cd. It nowbecomes our duty tore-
cord the painful tidings, and to an-
nounce to the people of Louisiana
the death of thieir loved and vene-

Rougo he must havo oxpericnevd to
an intenso degree, the battlo glow of
pleasure, tho guadia certaminys of
thé heroie warrior, In charging o
battory at the head of his regimént
at Baton Rouge, both Lis legs were
shattered by & shell. o foll in the
very moment of success, and was
carvied from the fiold, as it was
thought, mortally wounded. Butb
after many months of intenso sufe
feving, the earo of his friends and
devated surgeon, nided by his ro-
markably vigorous constitution, re.
sulted in partial recovery. Iiowas
promoted to the rank of brigadier
general for his conspicnous gallan.,
fry,went to the Trans-Mississippl!
department to organize o _Lrigade,
wag_elected Confgorlernto Governor®
in November, 1663, wns imugnrut-{
ed in January, 186GL, succceding
Gov, Thomas O. Moore, and contin.
ued in office until the 1t of June,

1803,

Inthe discharge of the functions
of bis office Gavernor Allen dis.
played great administrative capaci-
ty, and talents of the highest order.
Ho addressed himsolf to tho worl of
relioving tho generaland severo dis.
tross suflerol by the people of that
partof tho Stafo withix tho 'Confed-
erato Jines.  Poverty and suffering
were universal,  Tho people lacked
all tho Juxuries, very many of tho|
comforts, and not s fow of tho ne-
cesssities of civilized li(‘c—rngged,
starvation ealled for food and cloth~!
ing. Tho supplles wero exhausted |
for army use within the Confedernte
lines, or were dostroyed by floods or
by invasions, Conscription bad ta-]
ken away most of the able bodied
men—improssment had exhansted
provisions, cattlo, and work ani
mals.  Whito women wero plongh-
g ip cornflelds iu torn howaespun,
or driving lame horses with ric}zet v
cm~tal to some distant place In scm-cfx
of alittlobacon or menl, Thowealthy
were reduced to pauperism—the
poor to squalid wretchedness, The
accumulated sufforings of the un-

lal heroic people are be-

f

|

rated chieflain,  Another hero has
gonoe to his rest—a christian hero
whoso peer will be hard to find, In
pain and sorrow wo speak of our
doparted friend—not in culogy, for
|thnb i3 neodless, but merely to ex-
| press our own deep sorrow that he
'had not been spared to_cheer and
' aid hig loved people.  Wo Lnow of
1o word which ¢an be uttered to
mitigate tho heavy grief that will
settle upon thousands. of breasts
when this bereavement is known.

Gov, Allen wus bors in Princo
Edward eounty, Virginia, and_was
 conneeted with the Sigons, the Wat-
 kins, and other old and highly ro-
spectable families of that State. o
was partly educated a¢ home, but
lie finished the wark of mental dis-
’dplinu without assirtance, nud. ac-
quired a classical education go thar-
‘ ough as to render hima good teach-
er, in which vocation ho'spent somo
' months of hie oarlicst residence in
‘ Mississippi.  Wo havo ofton heard
him speak of his teaching with
‘minglod pride and pleasuro. Ho
was, to agreat extent, selftaught,
and slways' expressed an ardent
‘ sympathy with all who tried to gain
knowledge under adverse circum-
stances. ~ Allon went to Toxas and
‘participated in the strugglo which
resulted in 1hq inde endenco of the
Lone Star State. He there won the
esteem and confidenco of many of
tho gallant men who laid thove the
basis of a now republic. He after-
wards practiced law in i i
until, through the gratitude of a
wealthy gentleman whom Allen,
though nn entire stranger, had most
cavefully attended during a painful
and dangorouo illness, ho became
the owner of a fine plantation in
‘West Baton Rougo,  From the date
of h(sndvenuoﬁonisinnn, he stead-
ily rose in public cstcom, ITo was
sont to the legislatuye, and served
with distinction_ through two or
moro scssions, It was hore thathis
high public spizit, his energy, his
cloguence and his great purity of
character first began to attract gen-
eral notico.  The clegant and hos-
pitable sagar planter had even then
establishied & roputation for pevson-
ol chivalry and incarruptible integ-
rity, though f2w were then consclons
of the existenco of those gems of
mind and heart which he subse-
quently exhibited.

Whei the sccession of the South.
ern States occurred, and Louisiana
was called on for troops, Allen tent
hlmself to the work of raising vol-
untecrs with ardor and enthusiasm,
employing lnrgely of his private
means for their equipment and sub-
sistenco, and in providing for the
wants of tho familics of thoso who
enlistod. Tecling it his duly to
gharo in the Iabors and dangors of
the field, he yiclded to the solicita-
tions of the commissioned officers
of the Fourth regiment, and was
chosen lieutenant colonel,

Asan officer, Allen was noted for
his devotion to tho welfure of his
subordinates and tho men of his
command, for his great kindness to
the siclk, for hisattention to thecom-
fort of hias men, for his striet disci-
plino over thom, and for his unceas-
ing cfforts to add to their efficioncy.
Ho never lost sight of the main bus.
iness of ail troops in tho timo of
wai, which is to preparo for fight in
every, possible way,  Ilo was nover
absent irom camp, oxcept ‘when
called off by imporative duty or
swhen disabled by wounds. Hiskind
Bt exacting ruto was nided by his
own constant examplo, for ip yield-
ed tho same E:‘ompt and implicip
obedienco to his superiors that he

asked of his own commfnd,
loved good soldiers and brave men
with an affection that sprung from
his own chivalry, No deed.of gal-
lantry by an oflicer orprivate in'his
regiment failed to receive Lis kindly
notics and cordial npprobation. Ho
jnfused hid 6wn brave and chivalrie
splritinto.his men, and wherpver
he led they followed with spirit ond
nlacrity. "Ho was olways a hard
stadént, nnd when chosen licuten.
ant colonel of ihe afterwards ro-
nowned Fonrth Louisiana regiment,
ho went vigorously at _work in nc-
quiring such military knowledge as
his prévions oxperienco inTexas had
taught him to bo necessary. With
what success ho studiod is abundant-
1y shown by tho high csteom ho
won among the chisflains ‘uf the
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yond all deSeription,

Gov, Allen devoted himself to the
relief of this distress. 1o had noth-
ing tooperate with but o deprociat-
cd State curreney, whereof forty
dollara represented one dollar in
coin, But he established a lnbora-
tory for tho preparation of Indigen-
ious medicines, Ife established a
disTcnsnry, from which a million of
dollars worth of medicines wero dis-
tributed in twelve months, Heim-
ported and distributed forty or fifty
thousand pairs of cotton cards. o
appointed agents in many places
and gave them many steninbont
loads of corn to distribute. Io
contracted with mill owners and se-
cured their services for the distress-
ed people. o raised, arimed, and
equipped & fino regiment of cavalry,
Io built a foundry and _had a fine
furnace in operation, Io printed
and distributed five thousand spel-
ing books and as_many grammars,
o imported and sold at a ver
moderato price twenty thousand cal.
ico dresses, and o quantity of gene-
ral merchandize, almest boyond be
lief. Ifo mado harness, clothing
tarming implements. o watched
theConfedetato officiala with a hawle-
eyed vigilance and had many hun-
dred cases of oppressive or thought
Iess action corrected, Mo fought for
tho Tegal rights of his people and
stood between the proprictor and
the carcless commissary, Yet he
gave o powerful helping hand to
good mon in oflice, and worked with
enthusinsm for the cansolio thought
Jjust. Nover wasnman moro pa-
tient. Iis offico was thronged all
day ‘with Peo{:l(\ who hnd some aid
toask. 1lo listened to cach one,
however humble, until bhis or ber
story was done, and then in his
nick off hand promptway gave an
order for agsistance or relief, Ifan
Arkansas, Missouri or Texas soldicr
wanted a shirt or & pair’ of shoes,
tha order was issued.  If'a poor Ja-
dy's Inst mule hind beep impressed,
an nide-de.camp wasgent* instantly
to head quarters, 1f nows was
wanted of somo young privato in
North Carolina or Virginia, secreta-
ries were ordered Lo write'at once.
If tho pooplo needed an appeal, the
roclamationwas written and print-
od'nnd cireulated in ten hours. The
Governor's offico becamo the grent
centro and focus of oxcitement.—
Men and women eamo from Arkan-
sag and Texas for the aid they could
not get at home, and the Missouri.
ans claimed.Allen astheir Governor,
Gen. Smith'and oll his staff loved
and trusted him, Every day in the
week, including Sunilays, and all’
tho year, to tho very day of his do-
parturo from Shrevoport to Mexico,
continued this unending Jabor, and
on the.vory day of tho surrcnder
Aller seomed to takons much pleas-
ure in giving a poor woman an or-
dey for & bushel of meal 28 ho' did
in'prosenting a sword to Gen. Po-
lignac. Theamountof reliefhogayo
is beyond estinate—tho manner in

western armies of the C ey,

Allen had much of the heroic™in
his composition. His bravery was
of that high order which comesfrom
tho soul,  ILis bright and vigorous
mind made him n%mosc intuitively
awaro of any dnngorous situation,
and his"constitution was'norvous to
tho,6xtremoof delleacy, Bulwhon
honor.or duty called {or &, risk or &
eacrifico he “hecamo insensible to
fear and nnconsious of danger, In
thé din and smékd of battle he wps
nated for hid seli-possession ‘no ldss

. af‘blé cofiditet at Shiloh'nnd Baton
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which fu'was_givon is boyond de-
seriptions This'giant's worlk Jasted
fiftcen months—the last.day was
tho samo as the first, ““God bless
Governor Allen!” said the poor wo.|
men and sicle soldiors, 1God 'bless
Governor AllenD” willecho in.Lous
isiana for centaries, .
Bat we have written teo' much,
and must feavp the mnourning peo-
ple to theinsorrow, Tho hand of n
noblo friend of the lamented.hero is
biisyhwriting'his lifo, andther work

than for, his vigilaico, sad, oncigy. | will GooniUe Féady.- for the! pross.—
TFrom wh:n!iq'ﬂthenli‘mﬂliﬁ-dnted Out o ,tho,mntcriqlu,'i_"ar'ip;olumes
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wo uou{d but givo.n:, hastysketeh,
ERRE T jcrent K



