OUR JUDGES.
e
The Ocoupants of the Benmch of tho
Orimiual Distriot Gourts
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ALFRED

I'ho sonior Judgoe of the Criminal Dis-
triot Court, Allred Roman, is of medium
height and woighs about 150 pounds,
¥Mo has durk comploxion anmd bright
oyos. Ilis oxprossion 1s grave and eom-
manding, o is o cultivated gontio-
man, in the trano sonso of tho word, who
has enjoyod the pdvantanges of educn-
tion and of foroign travél, llo is o fin-
{shod Fronch and Lnglish scholur, and
ponsessos artistio tustes for wmusio and
painting, 1[is mannoers aro romerkable
for their courtoay. Conspicuous nimong
his other admirable qualities is the vie
tuo of courago; for this ho is grontly ad-

~mirod and ofton appoaled to as justly
ontitlod to Lo un arbiter ot differoncos
betwoon gentlemon. Judgo Roman vos-
#8308 t0 & remarkablo degres tho power
of persuasive sponking, und his char.
aoter as u vitizen and a mngistrate is
built npon the strongest attnohment
and devotion to the State of Louisiena,
whero ho was born and where his fam.
ily have alwnya commanded considern-
tion and distinotion.

Tho namo of Judge Romaun enrriesone
back to the age of chivalry and ro-
manco, anid whon one calls to mind tho
fuob that lio is tho son of thut chival-
rous gontloman, (lov. A. B. Roman, one
naturally admits thaé the namo has not
loat, in Loulsiann, its originul mouning,
Bov. Roman was o large sugar plunter
in Louisigna, owning thousands of
aoros of oultivated lands and hundreds
of well-fodl sluves, Whon Mr, W. IL
Russell, LI. 1), the ronowned corro-
spondont of the London 'limes, cams
ovor to report the progress ot our clvil
war, ho was taken up to Col. Ruman’s
plantation to seo the workings of sluv-
ery, 'T'ho Govoernor oponed his doors
and snid: “Seo for voursslf, [ havo no
conconlment to make.” In his lstlor to
his pupor Mr, Russoll admitted ho suw
slavory in its best form; ndmitted that,
for the luboring olusses, w botter con-
dition could hardly bo lmugined; bu,
said he, with all these surronundings,
1 do not lkoit.”

The Governor comwmonced politioal
Hfe whon scarcoly 23 yoars old, was
Bpoaker of the llouse of Ropresvnta-
tives, was twico Governor of the Btate,
onoe doolined the-ofleo of United Statos
Sonator, nnd was one of the threo gom.
missionors sent by tho provislonal
Bouthern Governmont st Montgomory
fn 1801 to trowt in roferoney to the grave
complioations that had ur‘isou betwoon
the Northorn uand Southorn Statos,
Judgo Romun snys, My main distine-
tion is to be oalled his son.” Iledied
guddenly in New Orlonns in 18067, in his
71st yoar.

Judge Romnn’s mother was of 1rench
extraction, neo Aimvo 1'aront, the
daughtor of Charles Puvent, s planter
in tho patish of 8. Tammany. Her
mother was o nutivo of Louisians, and
was also of I'rench oxtraction, She led
nmodest and votired life, and died in
Now Orloans in 1878, She loft threo
shildron, Charles, Alfred, and Jeaune,
wife of M. 1% La Villebeuvro, & mer-
ohaut of this eity, and & membor of one
of tho oldest Crovle families,

Alfrod Roman, tho worthy son of |

such parouts, was born in St. James
parish, May 24, 1524

He anttondod sehool in Now Orloans
and ot Jeftorson Collogo In St, Jumes,
‘While Judge Roman was o student
thore, Alexuander 1L, Xiverott was Proesi.
dent of tho colloge. Aftor loaving col-
logo, without losing & woek, ho began to
study law in Now Orlouns under
Etlenno Mazuveau, tho distingunished
jurist of Louisiana, at that timo Attor-
ney Gonoral of the State, and u ginnt in
his profession. Aftor threo yoars’
study under himhe was admitted to tho
bar in 1843, alter examination belore
tho Supromo Bonol, tho presiding
Chiol Justive being Francois X. Murtin,

After admission to the bar he ro.

mainod in Now Orleana one your, por-
feoting himself fox the lnw, but not do-
ing much practive until the noxt year,
when he ontored Into purtnorship with
his consin, J. J. Roman, in thoe parish
of Bt. Jumos, with whom he practiced
threo or four years., In those days he
solectotl his onses, » coursy which will
keep any lawyer otornully poor. A man
to bo worthy of the titlo of lawyer
should always arguo o oaso buforo the
tribunal of his oconselenco, and then
arguo it beforoe the courtin tho sume
conaoiontious maunner, Suoh jwas
Judge Roman’s rule of conduet nb the
Doy, nud tbis provented him from be-
coming a mmere speaking wnachine in
court, .

In 1831 ho bogan practico alono. In
1853 ho abandoned tho l;n,w praotico to
his fathor's groat disappointmont, but
in 1855 ho roswmed it nyain, and prac-
tlood throe yeurs. In 1858 he wont to
Yranco on wosouut of tho health of
one of his ohildren, and whilo iu Paris
his wife died.

At the nows of the war hio offered his
gorvicos to Ctov. Heborl, President of
the Military Bursou of Loulsiana, He
was then captain of o splendid owvalry
company, voinposod of tho clite of the
parish of 8t. James, Gov, Hobort hav.
ing told tim that tho State needed no

- onvalry at that thue, * give me mus.
keots, thon, Govornor, and you wits have
an ndditlonal infantry company to mus-
jor into sorvice,” was Capt. Roman’s
yvoply., This wans done; snd ia due
course of timo that company, known us
tho Chassours of St. Jumes, was incor-
porated in the gallant Bighteonth Lou-

{slana Regimont, at Camp Moore, with

A1frad Mouton ns Colonel, Alfred Roman
a8 Lileutonant Colonel snd Louis Bush

a8 Major. "

The cavoer -of that rogimoent 1y well
known, Aftor the battle of Shiloh,
whero the Iightoonth in one single

- ohoxge, on tho Uth of April, 18063, lost
moro thum 200 mon, and when the horses

. of both Cols, Mouton and Roman wore

. ohot wnder them, Uol, Mouton being

promotod to tho rank of Brigadier Gen-
eral, the coloneloy of the regiment was
given to Liout. Col, Roman. This posi-
tion he did not keep, however, owing to
a sovere illooss which had supervened
uftor tho hardsbips of the Shiloh oam-
pnign. He took o position on tho staff
of Gen. Beanrogard, and remained with
him as Inspootor Qenernl, from the re-
treat of the Confodorate forces from
Corinth to the oloso of the war,

1o was brought up a Whig by his
father, and in the political campaign of
1830 canvanssed his district for Bell and
Lverott,

1lo was alork of tho Supreme Court
undor the Nicholls Administration, from
January, 1877 to April, 187, when Gov.
Wiltz offered him » judgeship in the
Crlminal Court of New Orleans, the
position ho nnw holds,

Judge Roman flrst married in tho
parish of 8t. Jumes, in 1840, Miss Folicie
Aime, o lirst covsin, the duughter of
Valoour Aime, of Fronch origin, but o
native Louisianian, one of the woalthi-
esb and kindost men In tho State, Ilo
pnve in oburity $1000 evory month to
help thoe poor)

She wus a lady of lino porsonal pres-
ence, of vory wodest, quiet, domustio
habits. The only child living of
this marriogo is Audre l. Roman,
born in St. James purish, in 1851, who
was olty cditor of the Now Orloans Bee
for sovon yours, nnd has condnoted sov-
oral othor nowspapers guallantly iu the
intorest of the Democracy of Lonisiuna.
Hu s o foreible aud talented writer.

Judge Roman mnext marrled in
Chuarleston, 1508, Miss Sallic IRhott,
duughter of Hon, Robort DBarnwoll
Rhott, St., called the Fathor of Soves-
‘sion, one of tho loading men of South
Caroling, for many yonrs a member of
both houses of Congrossfrom that Ssato,
He wus u descendsnt of Sir John Yoa-
mens and Bir Willlnm Rbeit, both
Barnwells, and among the first Lords
proprietors of South Carolina in 1000,
Hor mother was & grunddsugher of
Chunoollor De Saussure, of & very dis-
tingnished South Caroling family. In
intellecs, refinemont and culture she has
fow supertors, Mrs, Roman is a sister
of K. Barnwell Rhott, Jr., who was a
one time editor of the Pleayune.

The best achievemoent of Judgoe Ro-
man is the work he wroto some fow
yours ago, * Military Operations of Gen.
Bonuregard.,” In point of clevation of
stylo, olearness und foroo it osnnot be
excelled, As a historionl work it has
beon unanimously staaped by the press
in this country aud in Kngland as the
best and most reliable ascount yet pub-
lished, not only of the military opera-
tious of the war, buyv of the polioy and
munnagomont of the Confoderate Gov-
ornment. Judge Romau has elucidated
and brought to light many obsoure and
unknown fuots, and his oalm and pow.
orful judgmont of men and events will
go down to postority as history. It is
to bo rogrotted thnt tho work is not
more widely known anmong us,

Thero rema®™ but one thing to be
aaid concorning Judgo Roman, and that
is to onlogize the ablo, cureful and dis-
tinguished manner with which ho pre-
sides on the bench, 1le is conrteous and
polito to the gentlemanly luwyers proe-
tioing belore tho bar of his court and is
justly strict in so far as other attorneys
are concerned., The gquiet and silence
which prevailin his evurtroom are com-
mondable and ate to be attributod to the
Judge's grownt foudunoss for law and
-ordor,

JOSNUA G. BAKER.

Joshua G. Bakor, Judgo of Division B
of the Criminwl District Court, was
born Aung. 8, 1853, in tho parish of 8t
Muary, on the plantation of hismaternal
grandfather, Gabriol Leoluire Musilior,
His putornal grandfnthor was Joshun
Buker, & nutive of Kentucky, born in
1790, near -Loxington, and who died in
1885 after a brilliant and sctive onrcer,
Appointod u oadet from Louisiann Sept.
18, 1817, ho gradusated from the Military
Acndlomy st Wost Point in July, 1819, and
was commigsioned o second licutenant
of artillery, He sorved as anssistant
professor of natural and oxperimental
philosophy from Oqt. 25 to June 19, 1820,
and rosignod Oot, 81, 1820, At the time
of his donth ho was the oldost sur-
viving grodunto of West Point, After
lenving the Military Academy young
Baker studied law in Litchfield, Conn,,
and practiced for n biief time in Ken-
tuoky., In 182 he took up his residence
wt Opelousas, L, where he followed
his profession for ten yeurs, being asso-
oiated with John lirownson us partuer.
I'rom 1837 {01820 Mr, Bakor was Iingl-
neer of tho Plaquemines Nuvigation
Company, and March 8, 1831, he was
appoiuted Surveyor Genoral of the

State, Lut doolined the offico, 1le
wus  Assistunt  lingincer of the
State from 1888 to 1888; director

of the Board of Public Worls from 1840
t01813; Stuto Sonntor in 1853; moember
of the Board of Visitors to the Military
Aoademy in 1853; and was appointed
Milltury Governor of Louisiana in 1808
by Gen, Iancoek, From 1820 up to a°
late period in his 1'fo he was a sugar
planter,

The only child of Gov, Baker was
Anthony Wayne Baker, who died in
1854, when Joshuw G, Baker was 2
yoars of age, Fo was a graduate of
Yale Oollogo, in the same clnss with
Col. T. L. Buvne, and had eutered fairly
on v prosporous cuvcer when romoved
by death whila still in tho primo of
life. Idke his futher, he wasa mombor
of the Logislature, and took an aotive
1n§ex:nt lll; pkubllo aflnirs,

. Judge Bakor spent; his early boyhoo
in Bt Mary parish, and whmy ml{vorg
young was sout to school in Connecti-
out at an lustitution near New Haven
nnd subsequently to Yonkurs on the
Hudson, ''hence he went to Bellevue

Iigh Socheol, in Virginia, an
oduocational ostnblishment of high
repute directed by Prol James
P, Htoloomboe, brother of Dr, Holoombe,
of this olty, Mr. Baker's school life
coverad about four sears, and upon
loaving Bellovue he ¢ame to Now Or-

leans and attonded two sossions of the

Law Department of the University of
Lounisians, Ho also studied law in the
officos of Mr. T. L. Bayne and Messra.
Followes ¢& Mills, In 1878 he passed
the exnmination, but Lelng under age
was not graduated. However, in Fob-
ruary, 1874, he appearod before the Sa-
preme Court and received his diploma.
Tor ubout three yeurs Mr, Baker stend-
ily pursuect the practice of his pro-
fession, and in the wping of 187
ho was appointed Assistant District
Attorney fo Mr. John J. Finney, 1
which position he remained until Deo.
1, 1883, when he was commissioned by
tho Goveroor to fill the vaoanoy caused
by the resignation of Judge Charles H.
Luzonberg, of Svetion 13, This term ex-
pired in April, 188, and in Mny, 1834,
Judge Baker was reappointed for a
poriod of oight yenrs,

Judge Buker is quiet and courteous
in manuer, solf-contained and dignified,
He dovotes himselt assiduously to study
and adds ecnstantly to hislogal acquire-
ments, On the bench he is onluw, dis-
passionate, firm in his rulings, and ready
in his decisions, Asthe presiding Judge
in the Ford murder trial, the most im-
portaut probably in the eriminal annals
of this Btato, ho displayed remarkablo
goll-possostion und resolution, and judl-
oinl abilitios of w high order,




