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Remember Jesus and He will live forever

THIS EASTER STORY begins
with the Chiistmasstory
T belong to a Bible class that has
just begun a -
Study of the Gos- .
pel of Luke. In # N
the early verses
Luke el of the &
irth of Jesus e
and the appear-
ance of the angel
10 the shepherds

in the fields near

thlehem — and the singing of the
angel choirs,

When the shepherds went to
Bethlehern and passed the word
around about these miraculous hap-
penings. everybody marveled,
Luke says. But Jesus' mother does
not appear o have been caught up in
the joyous occasion.

Instead of participating in the
general rejoicing, Mary was unusu-
ully introspective and withdrawn

le those around her were ecstat-
|c0vermenes “Mary kept all
these things and pondered them
her heart

One member of our study group,

an English teacher, said if a sludzm
of his had composed the Christm:
story and inserted that line nboul
Mary, he would have asked the stu-
dent to explain.

Yet the secret of the Christmas
message is found more in Mary's re-
action than in the reaction of the
shepherds who went back to their

fields ~glrifying and praising

That is the last we hel! 0{‘

(htm They were entrusted with
Momenti announcament which
filled them wim great joy. ‘Then they
fade from

They are ke many in the crowds
that fill our churches on Christmas
Eve 1o hear the same joyous an-
nouncement the shepherds received
but who are not heard from again till
the next Christmas Eve and who
never ponder the meaning of Christ-

mas.
The secret of Easvgr is hke that.

It can never be
who come to church my nnsamr
morning to hear the momentous an-

nouncement that Christ has risen

and then forget him “ill another Eas-
ter rolls around.

To beleve — or even to ktow
that Jesus is alve loday is
enough. Re s truly alive oaly If we
remember him

In Maeterlinek's lovely fantasy
“The Blue Bird." two little children.
Mytyl and Tyltyl, are transported by

grandfather and grandmother

THE CHILDREN are surprised
that their grandparents are not
dead. When Mytyl mentions this to
her grandmother, Granny Tyl tells
her, *As long as you remember me,
Tamalive.”

‘I'h].s s the real Easter message.

the message to those who be-
Heve "thar ‘Chebt rose physlcauy
from the dead, as well as 10.those
Whohave thre doabis bout that ot
who believe that Christ is alive to-
day just as mre]y s he was when he
walked the dusty roads of Galilee
with his disciples.
‘We might go further and say that

heis more truly alive 1o those who
r him and love him — no
matier whal hey believe happened
on that first Easter morning, or even
ifthey believe nothing happened —
than he is to those who unquestion-
ingly accept the Easter miracle but
who never think of Jesus or remem-
ber him as they would a dear and
loving friend

‘THE MOST TOUCHING words of
any parting are, “Don't forget me."
This is what Jesus was saying to his
disciples just before he took Jeave of
ursday evening of the

first Holy Week. - Remember me.

said, “remember me.
1 we remember Jesus, He will
live forever. If we don't remember
Him — if we remember only a
caculous vent that ook place “asit

began o dawn” on Easter day — we
il miss the most mare
cle of all; the miracle that Jesus
was. and is

“As long as you remember me. |
am alive

Newanasar Erterrise Asociaton

g

Letters to

Urges citizens of Richmond County to

Editor:
Last year, when Hephzibah Hard-
ware was putting in its driveway, &
great storm of protest was heard be-
cause L was fesred the great old ak
tree on Highway 88 would be dam-
aged or killed.

As T understand it, even the state
became involved in making sure this
stately ancient tree would not be

NW l.s 1 understand it, the state
Department of Transportation wants
t chop this beautiful landmark

Ba response to the letter from
Bonnie Q_ Adams (March 121 re-
garding B.J. Annis. let me say
that I have been a close fnmd o
Annis since she was 16

and can state emphaucally Ihnl
she i ot and has ever been,

an alcoholic or a drug

I her many years n business,
as in her personal fe and her 16
years on the Richmond County

* x ox

itor

1tis most regrettable when an
unknowing person uses the media
10 slander the character of B.J
Annis, a member of the Rich-
mond’ County Board of Educa-
ti

ion

Annis and Bonnie Adams (let-
ter. March 121 don't know one an-
other personally. Why then did
Adams write such a derogatory
letter to the editor htl( Annis”
‘Think about it readers’

1 have known Annis for over 20
years | have never known her to

* o o

Edutor.

ume to acquire the stature and
credit due Trustee B.J. Annis. To
know her is 1o love her and re:
spect her outstanding work and
concern in the area of education.
for which she ts well-known

city can be very proud of
the exceptional job she does.
which 1s often a thankless one. at
best

1.

She has raised intelligent and
caring family members. who.
Iike her, have contributed to the
improvement of our community
— a daughter who is a teacher,
one son who is a lawyer, one son
who is a psychologist. and three

Lamhast criticism of B.J. Annis

* * w

* v x

A person has to work a life- ™

Board of Education, Annis is
well-respected as being fair, con-
siderate and generous.
ust wonder about the re-

ligion of Adams which allows her
40 promote slanderous and st

tantiated rumors about a person
She has never met and obously
Ras no knowiedge of.Certainy.
is neither Christian nor Hebrew
Cora Middieton Schoolcraft
Augusta

* * o>

be under the influence of alcohol
and I have never seen any indica
tion of an alcohol problem. Ad-
ams simply has repeated what
she was told 10 say by somebody
else. 1t is pure fabrication

ow, Adams, do you know so
much about alcohol problems.
doctors" indications about certain
behavior, hypocrisy and condem-
nation? You must be an expert on
all of these for some reason

Patsy P. Fleming
Augusta
* o ow
ns who are businessmen. ..
Religion comes in many dif-
ferent ways to each of us. If An-
nis is an atheist. as letter writer
Bonnie Adams claims iMarch
121, 1 can assure you her faith has
been tried and tested more than
most of us. and through her faith,
she has come out on to}
In her letter. Adams makes an
accusation and then asks If it is
rue? She obviously doesn't have
the intelligence or the concern for
another person's character to
know that proof shouid have been
her first requirement before writ-
ing such a flagrant letter
enny Raymond
Augusta

the editor

down to widen Highway 8.
o latway 88 should be very low. i
on, the priorities of roads to be
Widened in Richmond County
This tree was estimated llsl year
as being the oldest livng thing 1n
Richmond County.

1 am asking that all students of
Hephaibah schools, al resdents of
Hephzibah, all residents of
Hienimon Coumty e 3 yohw i

Editor.

Re last Saturday's guest editorial
by Eileen Spearance

With the presence of an apathetic
majority. it is a pleasure to see
Spearance, a high school student
take a stance with her well-written
editorial on abortion. Nevertheless. 1
have some comments that aren't in
agreement with her position.

I ask the anti-abortion group
these questions:

 Will a reversal of Roe vs Wade
stop abartion? On a worldwide basis.
3055 million womnen have abortions
each year It is globally and histor-
cally evident that. when faced with
an unwanted pregnancy. women will
resort to abortion despite legal. reli-
gious or financial sanctions. Ap esti-
mated 84.000 women die each year
from illegal abortions. Making abor-
tion illegal will not “allow another
child to see the world and bring joy
10 someone’s life " Abortion is not a
“green light” to premarital sex
Abortion is a last resort

o If abortion is a moral issue be-

Editor

1am writing to you regarding the
ongoing flap over the Corps of Eng:-
neers’ management of the drought

1 have recently come to a painful
conclusion: politicians and editorial
wrters do not have to deal with

The continuing attacks on the
Corps by your paper. egged on by
3rd District Rep. Butler Derrick. D-
§C..brought me to this conclusion
Your editorial of Jan. 28 and your
articles quoting Derrick regarding

Rips editorial; stands up for unions

Editor

In response to your biased edito-
rial headed “Union drug coverup?

1 feel compelled to say something
for the good of the union

Georgia Power Co. was not trying
to expand its testing to non-nuclear
facilities, as you printed. It was
seeking to change from “testing for
couse’ (which all Georgia Pawer
employees are subject to now) 1o

“random testing."

s ciees tngt your paper is anti-
union... You have proved it time and
again with your one-sided, irrespon-
sible blasphemy. Union members in
the Central Savannah River Area

are sick and tired of being portrayed
as drug addicts. greedy zealots. etc.

1 noticed you praised the compa-

ny while you implied union chiefs

are covering up for their members.
I'm sure a large part of your circu-
lation 1s bought by hard- norkmg
union members and if the
dlsgust!d as 1am, perhaps mey wil

let you know where it really hurts —
m the pocketbook

1t's just a real shame there's not
a competing pewspaper | m the Au-
gusta area. Maybe one

Terry Rayburn

the General Accounting Office re-
port on the Corps™ drought manage-
ment are prime examples
First of all. the GAO report you
in your editorial will not be
published until April’ You are quot-
ing Derrick's version of what the
GAO told him_ Shortly after the arti
cles quoting Derrick regarding the
GAQ report were published. GAO
contacted Derrick 10 tell him his
statements were not accurate. Did
you report that in your paper” ..
% don't seem fo be
able to accept that there has been a
drought of record proportions during
the last several years. The drainage
of Lake Hartwell alone had a
rainfall last calendar year that was
only 63 percent of normal. You also
will not accept that there are people

cause it alters the plan of God, why

fight for ‘stately’ oak tree

bon to this old oak tree. | would ask
that at least one ribbon from each
family be tied to this tree

My family will. on March 13, tie
our yellow ribbon to this tree

1'pray that by dark on March 19
there will be a( least 1,000 vellow

ribbons on
s would 1 te st we do
want our tree chopped down
Bruce H. Tedford
Hephuzibah

Questions anti-abortionists’ position

are mher mzd;cai techmques, such
not also alterations
lllmg us home™”

nl(md 5"

Why is abortion (a woman's de-
cision) classified as murder. while
war iprimarily a decision made by
men) Is not” It is acceptable to fight

for your country’s freedom in the
name of God Therefore. it should be
acceptable 1o fight for your body's
freedom
As Spearance points out, the sta-
tistics are devastating Since these
numbers are eight years old. poss:-
bly more current statistics would
show that women are given even
more choices to the probler of being
solely responsible for pregnancy —
birth control. prenatal medical sup-
port. or most importantly. support
from their famufies 1n a time of cri-
sis.

Abortion is the result of serious
problems for which new_solutions
must be found Making u illegal only
creates a camouflage for unwanted
statistics.

s this the right choice”

J.Rubino

Augusta

Backs Corps’ lake level management

other than landowners adjacent fo
the Iake who need and are entitled to
the water in those lakes.

Thurmond Lake was built for
three things (project purposes
flood control. navigation (on the Sa-

[

_vannah River below Augusta) and

hydropower. Recreation is passible
because the Flood Control Act of
1944 allowed recreation at all Corps
of Engineers  water resource pro-
Jects.

Although hydropower pays for
the dam and lake. no purpose is
more important than another. The
Corps of Engineers tries to balance
alt four purposes

You state that the Corps flouted
the law because it started building
the Lake Russell pump storage tur-
bines before conducting sufficient
environmental impact studies. If
this were true, would the courts
have given the Corps permission to
continue construction the very same
day your editorial was published”

The most important thing the
Corps of Engineers could do to im-
prove its drought management
would be to do a better public rela-
tions job by getting the real story
out

Thomas A, Waters
Pembroke

Claims the Libertarian Party is a ‘rational group with real answers’

litor

[ was astounded by the rantings [
witnessed on the Cable News Net-
work's “Crossfire” (Feb. 161 The
topic was gun control and the num-
ber of killings in major cities around
the country.

The players were Rep. Charles
Rangel, D-N.Y., Narcotics Control
Commission (a_welfare-loving So-
cialist); Patrick Buchanan. com-
mentator 1an ultra-right spokesper-
sony; raden, commentator
(an ultra-left spokesperson): and a

1 advocate with a wide
streak of vigilantism.
was. as | mentioned,
However, the debate
immediately turned to the drug
trade. The welfare. Socialist Rangel
said that the problem was due to the
lack of funds for the welfare pro-

. f

grams and the fact that the govern-
ment has not yet “officially” de-
clared war on drugs. Stupidity

‘The number of poor in Amer:-
ca has increased in relation to the
population since the welfare pro-
grams were begun with our tax dol.
lars. Obviously. the somethipg-for.
Tothing experiment has ben a ab-
ject
Rangel said the war on drugs
should be officially declared, as If
that would solve the problem. Re-
('entlv 1 heard an Air Force colonei
““The war on drugs will last un-
||l wE shoot down a dentist with a
bad radio flying in from Rio or kill
some guy smoking a joint in a mo-
torboat who does not want to be
" Congressmen with this
type of Vietnam-meggality should be

)

§
H

given their walking papers. ...

‘The ultra-rightist Buchanan said
the problem began because of deseg-
r!gnlmn. Tam sorry, but that is not

table, T refuse L set this coun-
{ry back 1504

Braden smted that the way to
solve the problem of drug-related
murders is to legalize all drugs and
ban semiautomatic guns. His idea is
only half-baked. 1 agree that legal-
ization of drugs would reduce mon-
ey-related murders iby removing ~
extraordinary profits) and dollars
leaving the country. while providing
a source of revenue for abuse pro-
grams. However. the ban of semiau-
lomatic weapors (many Runting ri-
fles are of this type | would only i
fringe upan he rghts of the ndi o
ua) 10 bear arms

‘The gun owner advocate support-

ed the right to bear arms. but also
said that all three-time losers (per-
sans convicted three separate times
should be executed. Insane

Unfortunately, most Americans
do not realize that they aren't re-
quired to align themselves with the
least worst maniac. There is a ra-
tional group with real answers. We
call ourselves Libertarians tthe par-
ty of principle). The principles”
Self-government (individual liber-
ties! and moral responsibility 'legal

ly. that the individual has the right
10 do to, or for. himself anything he
wishes provided he doesn't infringe
upon the rights of another.

Timothy N. Moultrie

North Augusta
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Duke wooed ‘Bubba’
with GOP strategy

METAIRIE. La. — Since the
election_of former Ku Klux Klan
Grand Wizard David Duke to the
Lowsiana House
of Representa-
tives. GOP lead
ers have repudi-
ated um. calling
his win an "ab-
erration " But &

subslanual Sase ‘ ,l
lhal D\Ake repre

sents a sigmficant segment of the
Southern vote that the GOP has
worked tirelessly to woo

Metairie 15 a pleasant. conserva
tive middle-<lass community_ It had
its greatest growth in the late 1970s
when many whites fled New Orleans
1w avoid court-ordered racial busing
It 15 almost completely white -
about 99 percent Mt 1s also over-
whelmingly Republican. giving Ron-
ald Reagan 84 percent of its votes in
1984 and George Bush 81 percent last
November

Duke has lived in the area for
years. He maintains that in 1978 he
feft the Klan and has since repudiat-
ed many of its positions He says
now that he is the head of the “Na-
tional Association for the Advance
ment of White People.” which. in his
words. "is for civil rights for all peo-

ple.”

But the facts dispute this Until
just before the election. Duke's

use and phone number were listed
as that of the Klan's. Duke says that
was an error on the part of the phone
company
As for the new organization he
heads. it publishes a virulently anti-
Semitic newspaper that. among oth-
er things. takes the position that the
Holocaust never happened. It also
takes the position that members of
certain races and religions in this
country should be forced to live in
separate areas

Duke previously had run for of-
fice as a Democrat he ran for presi-
dent as the candidate of the Populist
Party. But he says he turned Repub-
lican because. I'm more comfort-
able as a Republican. and I'm as
much a Republican as Lee Atwa-
o

T
Atwater. the national GOP chair
man. has lashed out at Duke as “a
charlatan and palitical opporunist
represent the Republi

can Panv or "anything v stand

Singe th clectio, many Republ-
cans have implied that
smooth campaigner with a made
for-TV image — pulled the wool over
the eyes of voters as he eked out his
27-vote victory But Duke's back
ground and his recent activities
were major news stories locally for
weeks before the election_ Voters
pulled the lever for Duke knowing
exactly what they were getting

i

Duke. quite simply
Republican campaign
For the last 20 years. the GOP
as tried to overcome Democratic
domination in the South Republ-
cans have gone all out o attract the
white male vote — dubbed the Bub-
ba" vote by many. These are con-
servative white voters who — while
they don't see themselves in the
same light as the segregationists of
the '505 and '605 — nonetheless view
economic issues aIom
The GOP has sought this vote by

ran a very

“stressing states’ rights. economic is

sues and crime

That's exactly what David Duke
stressed. He came out for stronger
law enforcement. against new taxes.
and he specifically promised to fight
for a long-cherished property-tax ex-
emption for muddle-class homeown:
ers

Duke was the top vole-getter in a
seven-candidate primary field. but
did ol get a majority o he had to
face home-builder John Treen —
brother of former Louisiana GOP
Gov David Treen — i the runoff
Treen. a very lackluster campaign-
er. was less enthusiastic about the
property-tax exemption

AS ONE LONGTIME Metairie
resident. Don Mueller. puts it
“Duke got on the r:ght side of an is-
sue that people around here care
about a lot The only thing Treen
said was that he was against Duke
You shouldn't win if you run as poor
acampaign as Treen did

At the 1ith hour. when polis
showed Duke pulling away. major
national GOP figures  including
President Bush. Ronald Reagan and
Atwater came out for Treen and
made ads for him_Atwater said that
Treen “much more closely’ repre-
sents’” the GOP n the South

But Treen himself is not exactly a
model for enlightened race rela-
tions. He admits that he was a for-
mer segregationist who moderated
his views after the Supreme Court
abolis scparate-but-equal
schools. He was also a member of
the Louisiana States’ Rights Party
that was for years the final bastion
of antiintegration in the state. He
also remains firmly opposed to bus-
ing. minority economic set-asides
and other forms of affirmative ac-
tion.

How did Treen try to differentiate
himself” He ( Duke  attaches racist
innuendo to it.” Treen told one re-
porter. “I'm opposed to 1t on a mat-
ter of principle

Many n this community seem
genuinely embarrassed that Duke
has been elected to represent them
They hope that he will simply fade
from view This 15 a hope that is
shared by both the state and nation
al GOP But 1t 1sn't Tikely to happen
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