OPPOSES PLAN FOR REMOVING
- DUST OF DAVIS’ FIRST WIFE

Miss Nancy Davis Smith Recalls Stand of Confederate
Leader Against Disinterment and Writes Louisiana Di-
vision Commander, U. C. V., on Veterans' Proposal

BY MAY .
CIlues Pleayune  Speclul  Correspoudent.)
St Francisville, La, Dec. 28.~Shall

the handful of dust, which Is surely all
thul remuins of the hody of Sarah
Knox ‘I'uylor, first wife of Jefferson
Davis, be removed to n new resting
place?

The Unlted Confedornte Veterans
have ralsed this question, since at tho
reunion at Houston, Tex., in Ocwber,
a resolutlon was passed by thal body,
and order given to a committee (o make
this removal from the geave In Wesl
Feliciana purlsh Lo, to vne beside her
l!lsunuulalu-(l nusband  at Richmowd,

u,
T'he proposal is recelved wilh mixed
feelings by those relutives of the greut
Confederate  leader now resident 1n
West Felielana parish and by the peaple
of the purish in general. 1he proposal
us 1L revearls o desire to remove frowm
obscurity anl (o do honer to the dead
I8 deeply approciated, but other con-

¥i ke It least debntable,

slderatlons ma

These o best expressed In oa letter
which Miss ey Duvis Smith recent-
1y wrole to th luent paper in West

FPellcinna, sayving:
OPPOSESR DISINTERMENT

ug, ax Jegerson  Duavie’  oldest  sur-
viving relutive and closoly assocfted
with him during his doeclining  years,
submit the following faels for con-
siderutlon,  Propusing tu remove the
body of Me, Davle' fiest wife from its
ohscure resting place I8, as o witnte
to both him amd her, worthy of the
men who wore the § ¢, but whether
advisable or not bee pw i debatable

guestion. Would he whose lps ure
now sealed have approved?
1 pecall an oceasion when Msenssing

Aisinterments  he  added emphatiendly
‘Where the trep falleth thera shuil it
be! A wish that was appurently ex-
pressed ¢ the towb murking  his
wlie's grave.-  Moreover, four sous
purled in different states where they
not exhumed while their

dled, weta
tather lved,
wAnother reason for leaving his
wifa's remaing undisturbed s that

after 85 years thers would seem Iitle
prolabllity of identifying handful ot
dust,

“I'o our granduncle, Jefferson Davls,
we, the descendants of his sister, Mrs.
Tather L. Smith, ara Indebted  for
eslght  In  reserving  God's acro

] portion  enclosed  and taken
churge of by me. T shall guard during
my lfetime, but beyoni that, there
heing no gunrantee agulnst descceration,
the vislon of ‘the grave on a lonoly
pluntatlon’ presents a foreible areument
for removal, Still there Is n zolltnry

for
T

argument opposed to the objections 1
have speclficd.”
(Siened) “NANCY DAVIS SMTTH.”
WRITHS CGHNERAT, BROOKS
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coneludiag with this stroug paragraph:
“Thus the Veterans' proposed tribute
to their revered ohlef and Lhe wife,
who was Iald to rest eighty-five years
ago, wonld, in fact, though worthily
plaunned, bLe lgnoring hls convictlons,
whose memory they deslre to honor.”
Miss Smith was n favorile niece af
Jetferson Duvis and sorved for years as
his amuenuensts, and therefore had ex-
ceptionn) opportunities for knowing his
opinion on this as well ns other sub-
Jeets, The evidence all points 1o iy bes
fng his wish that the gruve of the bride
ar his youth shall remain undisturbed,
T'he grave of the flest Mrs, Jefferson
Davis Is in the privale cemetery of
the Luther Smith famlily, Locust (rove
p‘lunlu_llnn. about six mlles from St
Francisville, and ix the usunl low brick
fomb covired with marble slab with
an appropriate inscription, This burlal
plat Is reserved for (he family and nol
alteeted by any subsequent sales,
WAN TAYLOR'S DAUGUTER
Mrs. Davis was the danughter of Pres-
l(‘h- » at that thme Colonel, Zachary
Taylor. She my {"the gnllunt younyg
Mississiplan, then an officer in the
United Statos army, in opposition to
the wishes of her father, as he was
averse o his daughter's marrying a
saliler and being expored to the dis-
vomforts and changes incldent to life
;;: ::rlm_\' {s'uﬂul. bj'l.‘h(l-m seems to havy
‘el o other objection, an Y
cotuple swere determined. and the young
Shortly  after their mareing
came to Locust (rove plnntnl.l('):?. \'i!'o:‘:
Fellelnna, to visit hls  sistor, Mrs,
Latther ¥mith. Both developed malarlnl
fevar, and as they were dangerously {1l
wero cared for [n separnte rooms, '
defferson Davis Y | -
ks Dl heard his bride sing

struggled io her bedside to find her

dying.

She died September 15, 1836, and was
buried In the litlle cemetery at Locust
Cirove, as young and falr asg the flow-
ors toet bloomed in profusion there.
and for elghty-tive years her grave has
been lovingly tende bty successive gen-
srutions of (he Smith famlly, and there
seenmis no_ probability of is being neg-
lected, Mrs. Davis had the distine-
tion of heing the -laughier of one pres-
ldent and the wife f nnother, but ns
she passed uwny before either father
ur husband had nchieved fame and ex-
alted position, her life-story seems like
n sepurate volume In their respective
lives; an exquislte though tragie ¢pi-
sode In the life of the greal Confed-
erale, closed when Lhe grave opened Lo
recelve her elghty-five years ago.

DEAR TO WEST FELICTANA

It may fairly be inferred thai there
is where Jefferson Davis himself would
prefor that Lhe belovel wife of his
yvouth should rest untll lhe resurree-
tlon morn; it is there that the survivin
relatives would wish her to_rémain, if
assured that the grave would be sacred
from noglest or desecration; and it is
vortain  that West Fellelana, a8 n
whole, is loath to lose n spoi, distin-
gulshed Ly such romantic and historie
associations,

Cenornl A, B. Booth, former com-
mander of Loulsinua Division; United
Confedernte Velerans, hag made the
suggestion to the U, C, V., commitiee
that, instead of removing the remains
of Mr. Davis, that the U7, . V. “might
conslder buylng one hundred syuare
feet (len feel square) al the grave
sito, covor the pltot with granite, with
marble slab In conter with approprinte
legend on IL.” “The parish would,”
‘(E:Hmrul Booth Lhinks, “gladly receive

This plan g entirely feasible and
would, no doubt, satisfy everyones con-
cernad, meoting all requirements of sen-
timent and commaonsense, wilhout de-
priving West Feliclann of a cherished
shrine.
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Ao her delivium, and




