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ARCHBISHOP BLENK

FORMALLY

WELCOMED

BY CATHOLIC LAITY.

A Great Public Gathering at French Opera House,
With Judge Parlange Presiding,

Governor Blanchard and Mayor Behrman Among the Speakers,

and Paul Capdevielle

Delegated Orator—A

Dramatic Closing Scene.

The welcomoe extended Archbishop
last night by the clly's Calholic
lalty was a most memorable and
significant event, The addresses wore
full of slncero esteem In thoir exe
pressions of welcome, and the Im-
mense audience repeustedly applauded
the speakers, IHon, Charles J, ‘I'hoard,
Chalrman of the Eexeccutive Commit-
tee, who called the assembly to ore
der; Judge Parvlange, who presidoed
over the meeting and mado an clo-
quent addrees; Governor Blanchard,
Mayor BRehirman and lion. I'aul Cap-
deville, who was the orator of the
occasion,

There were many none-Catholles
in the audience and many ladies woerd

present. The decoratlons were very
handsome and appropriute, and the
musical programme, divided into

three parts, #0 as to harmonlze with

finally, O God, insnpire our own hearts
and minds w‘th a perfect confidence
fn the merits of our beloved 1ather,
that, giving an nattentivo ear to hils
counsclis nnd closecly following hias
direction and example, wo may thug
arrive, through thy divine grace and
his noble efforts, to the possession
of thy friendship on earth and the
enjoyment of thy glory in heaven,
Amen,

Introducing

HON. CHHARLES PARLANGE

as the Presldent of this assemblago,
Mr, 'Theard safd: "It I8 my privilege
nand my very great honor ns a mem-
ber of the Executive Committee to
present to you the Chalrman of this

mecting, the eminent gentleman,
model e¢itizen, devout Catholic and
able jurist, the Mon, Charles Par-
lange.”

Judge Parlangoe sald;
I am highly sensible of the honor

they can ever repose thelr unbounded
trust in him, not only as their splrit-
ual head, but also as a true and
loving friend, whose care, vigilance
and soliejtude shall never- fail them.
To such a worthy head, a worthy
dloceso, It was toundeq 113 years
ago. Before that time, it had been
under the snirituual jurisdiction ot the
Bishop of (uebec; afterwards it was
{ncorporated  in the Diocese of Cuba
and then In the Diocese of Huvana.
Its territory is a part of the Lou-
isiana  of olden times—that vast
country which extended from the Guif
of Mexlco to the Great L.akes and the
Rocky Mountains—that great empire
which has heen called the Mother of
Stutes, and upon whose broad bosom
thirteen of the States and Territories
of the Amecerican Union have been
marked out, .
And let us never forget that on
the soll of this dlocese the first
martyrs In the cause of political lib-
erty in America gave up their lives
—beftore Bunker 1Till and before Liex:

ln{ton.

All through thae Colonial times—
dark and perilous—which followed
the foundatlon of New Orleans, the
hend of the Catholic Church in this
diocese wasg always in this region
the most prominent figurs In the
cause of religion, as well as a pro-
taponist in the cause of soclal order
and enlightenment.

The nrchhishops of the past have
gono to thelr well-earned reward,
The last two, endeared in tho hearts
of the people, ag werc thelr prede-
cassors, sleep the last sleep of the
just in tho dark crypt ot the venor-
able ald Cathedral whose site was
traced by the vallant sword of Bjen-
villea, They consccerated tha hest,
years of thelr llves Lo the welfare of
this dlocese. They could not have
loved it better or with a stronger
love had (lhey been Dborn or reared
urnn its soll,  Their country was the
Chureh, and all men their brethen
and compatriots. Yet, we may, withe
out the slightest dlsloyalty to their
memotry, rejoice on this memorable
nieht that their suncessor was reared
among and as one of this people, who

1 elalm him as thelr own.

But it would not comport with the
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It Is a great pleasurs for me to
stand here in tho presence of this
magnificent audience and extend to
vou a welcome to Louisiana. This
I most cordially do, in the name and
on behalt of the pcople of the whole
State, without regard to creed or
church affiliation,

Knowing you and of you, as 80
large a portion of our people did,
the news of your seclection as suc-
cessor to Archblshop Chapelle was
recelved in the State with great sat-
isfaction and pleasure.

We knew you to be American to
the core. Though born in Germany,
we knew your childhood and youth
had been passed In New Orleans; that
you had recelved your primary edu-
eation in the schools of New Orleuns;
that after completing your studies
in Northern colleges you had returned
to Louislana nnd had _been first
teacher and afterwards President of
Jefferson College, in 8t, James Par-
Ish, Loulsiann, and that later you
had been priest in charge of an im-
portant church tn this clty.

JUDGE CHATRLE"™" PARLANGE,
YWho Presided at (.. P'ublic Recep-
tion,

NEWTON C. BLANCHARD,
Governor of Loulsiana,

MARTIN BEIIRMAN,
Mayor of New Orlcans.

the Introductory, the addresses and
the greetlngs, was excellently given
by Prof. Ceorga 1. O'Connell’'s Or-
chestra. The Archbighop was great-
1y pleased when tho orchestra played,
as the oponing number of part third,
“Reoveries of St. James,"” composed for
the Archbishop hy Mlss NMarguerito
Points, when he was a priest, and re-
minding him of the days when ho was
President of Jeffcrson College, St
James Parvish.

Tho Archbishop enthused the au-
@ience when in the peroration of his
response (n the addresses of wel-
come he coxtended his hand to tho
Governor and requested the pledgo
and promise of Hlig Txcellency's
loyalty to God and to country, prom-
{sing In return to co-operate in all
matters in which the Church can
ald the State.

The spectators went wlld with en-
thusjasm when the Gavernor, ace
cepting the Archbhishop's profiered

which has been conferred on me by

selection Lo preside over this greawt
and tmpressive assembly, It I8 a
distinetlon of which any citizon of

thas communlty might well be proud,

This reception has been orgunized
exclusively by the Catholic lalty of
this clty, and they have taken great
pleasure In inviting to it _noneath-
olies as wel as Catholics, Permit me
to say that I am very happy to soo
fnvitation has been re-
sponded to. I am confident that the
brendth and liherality of view and
oplnion which have always character-
ized (his communily have bhrought
muny here to-night who, though not
C'athollies, have been anxious (o as-
slst and partielpate In doing honor
to the distingulshed man whom wo
are all here to welcome,

On such occasionsg our thoughis
turn naturally, fivgy, to the man and
then io the placo.

And when, as now and here, the
man measures fully to the vast and
grave duties and responsibilities ol
an exalied office! when he Is ono of

how that

-

CHARLES J. THEARD,

Chairman Commitiee of Arrango-

moents,

hand, grasped It heartlly and nodded
his head in vigorous assent. )

The gentlemon 1who escorted the
‘Archbishop and the speakers ol the
evoning were: Mr, John T. Gibbons,
escorting the Archbishop; Mr. Hugh
MeceCloskoy, with Governor Blanchard;
Colonel John P. Sullivan, with Mayor
Behrman; Hon, Clarence 8. Herbert,
with Judge Parlange, and My, T, G,
Rapior, with Ex-Mayor Paul Capde-
vielle,

Major C. M. Murphy and Major J.
Lanler LeNeve and Rov. Giral Glrault
de la Corgnias, Chaplain of the Gov-
ernor's Staff, accompanied His Bx-
cellency, and tho Archibishop had
with hlm Very Rev, P, M., L. Mas-
sardler, J. M, Laval, Jos. Sublleau,
T. J. Larkin, J. Hanrahan, J. 13. Bo-
gaerts, P. Scotti and severnl other
priests of the diocese, who were
glven sents upon (ho stage.

The magniticent publle testimonial |

- avas the closing coromony ol the elnb.
orate threo days' prograommo pro-
pared as a welcome to the new hepd
of tho Catholic Church in tho great
and historie Archdiocose of Now Or-
leans, which {ncludes almost the en-
thre gull soction and ceven Indlan
Territory in its jurlsdlction,

Hon, Charles J. Theard, who, with
Messrs. )7, P. Thompson and W, 13,
Bchoppegrell, M,D,, was intrusted
with the arranres (g for this rocep-
tion, {ntroduced the Lo aussbilil gl

VERY REV., FATHER J. M, LAVAL,

who openod the proceedings with
prayer, as followa:

O God, tne source of all truo joy,
thou hast preparcd this day as ong
of groat jublloo for us, thy children
and thy peoplo hero assombled to
welcome in our mldst the presonce
of the' Spiritual Father and Ruler
whom thow, in tho depth of thy mer-
oles, hast chosen to gutdo us in the
way of truth and fustce. Delgn, O
God, send thy Ioly Splrit upon us,
that we may fttingly oxpress the
sontiments of our unbounded gratle
tude towards thee for tho gift wo
have recelved from thy bountiful
hands; asslat us that we may also

duly manifgst our filial devotion, en-

tire obedience and profound venera-
tion towards him/who {8 appearing
amongst us as the Ambassador of

Christ, thy divine Son, our Supremo
Pastor and oternal Mediator. We he-
secch thee God, to Infuse the

0,
sglendor of thy lght into his mind,
that he may rule our souls with the
same prudence, wisdom and love with
which thou rulest Lhis great unl-
verse, thie work of thy hands:
strengthen his will, that, superior in
ourage to all contending enemies,
¢ may evor lead his people to the

buopia of splritual viotories; delggy

T, P, THOMPSON,
Commlttee of Arrangements,

roprioties of the oceaslon were I
o dotain you longer with any re-
murks of mine, when the distin-
guished speakers who have been
gelected are now awalling to ad-
dress you, ‘herefore let moe close by

sayin that T know thpt 1 speak
for ull who are within tho sound of
my volce when I express to Your

Ciruce Lhe most sincere, cordial and
profound feelings of respecl, aflection
and welcome of thig entire assembly,

“It 18 now my privilege o an-
nounce a distinguished statesman,
ono who hak bheen intimately con-
nected with the publie service of this

State alrrost since his hoyhood,  He
needs no Introduetion to this audi-
ence. Fla ig the Chief Exceutive of

this State. T.et mo introduce—-I
would rather say, announce—-to vou
the Honorable Newton ., l?lnnr:hurr‘lt
Governor of the State of T.oulslana,'
GOVERNOR BLANCHARD
gpoke as follnws: .
Most Revernnd Archhishop: Yan
come here to assume the duties and
take upon yourself the responsihili-
tles of the splritunl hend of a greuc

DR, WILLIAM SCHEPPEGRELL,
Commitiee of Arrangements,

Lthose among whom he I8 to exercise
his highh function; and when he Is one
who has ever held a warm place
fn the hearts of his people aund has
always, regardless of distinctions of
erecd, deservedly enjoyed the fullest
confidlence and respect of all wheo
know him: it I8 but due to him and
due to ourselves that we should
mako public testimonial of our feel-
ngs.

Another volume opens in the his-
tory of this old dlocese, which has
becn 8o intimatoly connectod with the
past of our Stute and country, An-
othor exnlted prelato dons the arche
fepiscopal miter which pressod the
brows of those mon who are no

Chureh, which numbers In (ts mem-
bership one-hulf or more of the white
people of Looulslana and wmany of
the colored population of the State.

Your coming, therefore, is an event
of importance to the whole State,
What interests and affects so large a
part of the body politic Interests and
uffects the iwhole,

A man of great distinction, of wide
reputation galned in some useful fleld
of successful endeavor and achieve-
ment, coming to Loulsiana to make
his homo here and continue his work
n o more enlarged sphere, that of
itself would sufiice to arrest tho pub-
lic attention,

But whon one comes, a8 you do,

GENBRAL JOHN B, LEVERT,
Chalrman Reception Committee,

more, but whose namos atre in-
scribed and llve In the annals of our
State, a8 well ag of the Church, and
who, with pure hearts, wise hends
and strong hands, gulded the des-
tinies of this dlocese in the many
years gone bv., during whiech those
wonderful changes have taken place
‘In our State until they have culml-
nated in tho era of resplondent pros-
perity which we have lived to wit-
ness,

And a worthy successor to thome
noble men {8 he whom we are honor-
ing here to-night, and who hag come
at one and tho same time to his see

and to his home and to the love and

WALTER R. STAUFFER,
Chairman Floor Committea,
(Photo hy Moses,

wlith such distinction and reputation,
falrly and honorably, yet quletly and
modestly, won in the holy calling
to which you have consecrated your-
self, to take the leadership in and
assume the dlirection of tho largest
and most extenslve church organiza-
}!Il?n llil tl;g Stattte, tlc; a m; g;catar de-
ce is e attentlon of the peoply
of_the State attracted. peop
ITow appropriae, therefore, it is
tor the chief officlal head of tho
State government to be present a%
this meeting hold {n cclebration of
your coming, How appropriate he
shiould be here to glve expression,

affagiion of & PSOplg yho kW, that

however brlet, to the publio rejolcing
Bt UL SORIRL .

ot e e b

PAUL CAPDEVIELLE, .
Orator on Behalf of the Laity,

We had watched yYour course, and
knew that _you had been appointed
RBishop to Porto Rico, and that your
consecralion as such had taken placoe
in the &L, Louls Cathedral in this
cltf' in 1899,

‘'hen you left us and we heard of
the good work you were performing
in Porto Rlco, We know of the
achools you established there and of
the Introduction of American meth-
ods. ‘We know of the good under-
standing and harmony you contrib-
uted so greatly in bringing about
between those people and the Gov-
ernment ‘of the United Btates that
had assumed jurlsdiction over:them,
You ajded the Government and ren-
dered an Important servies to your

country,

You proved ?'oursclt liberal ana
enlightened., Waea helleve you to be
thoroughly democratic, adanting

vourself with ability and tact to con-
ditions and situations, pgetting {n
touch with the pecople—a loader of
them for thetr good, e helieve, too,
that you are in touch with ‘the apirit
of progress that s making so much
for the advancement of the South.

CHARLES JANVIER,
Chairman Finance Committee.

"You will have here great weight, in-

fluence and power. Four lhundred
and fifty thousand Catholics in this
dloceso  acknowledge you as their
spiritual head and your influence will
extend beyond your Church, hile
exerting ‘It mainly and primarily in
Lthe promotion of the holy work com-
mitted to your hands, we feel we are
not mistaken in believlnﬁ you will
exert it, too, in the upbuilding of our
State. The Church stands always
for law and ordor and for those
things that go to maoke up good, be-
neficent, wise government; for those
things that tend to the upbullding;
the development and progres o
States,

I numbered your predecessor, the
late Archbishop Chapelle, among my
Pcrsonnl friends., I entertained for
h\im the highest esteem and regard
und had many reasons to belleve an
know that thoso sentiments were
veelprocated by him., And when he
wins called hence to his eternal re-
ward I greatly grieved for his death.
1 trust, sir, and do not doubt, that
the same sentiment of friendship will
exist hetween . Your Grace and my-

self.

I will be greatly delighted to num-
ber you among my friends,
for you the same success In the min-
istrations of your high and Tholy
office as charactorized higs adminis-
tration of the same, and believe the
archleplscopal dlocese over which you
are called to preside will have in
you & worthy successor,

May God bless you and guide your
thoughts and actlons and prosper the
work of your hands.

HON. MARTIN BEHRMAN

was {niroduced by Judge arlange,
who sald that there was more thun
ardinary or formul ﬂ&peas in the wel-
comoe which Mayor®Behrman is to
extend to the Archbishop In the name
of the city of New Orleans, for not
only is he the chlef magistruto of the
city, but he has been a friend of
the Archhilshop since boyhood, The

Mayor sald:

our Grace: Honored and elevated
In your ecclesiastical calling, you
have returned to your people. The
have come out to greet you, A
chief executive of thelr city they
have delegated me to address the
word of welcome, The honor ig a
most appreciable one. The functlon
itself is one that can e discharged
most casily. The exchange of In-

troductions 18 unnecessary. These
people are your people. You are of
them. You know thelr sentiment ana

feeling. You are famillar with their
impulses. You have full knowledge
of the mental forces which move and
Em’em them. Reallzing all of this,
herefore, you can appreciate readily
the grent love and pride overflowin

‘thelr hearts hecause of the High an

holy honor which has.come to you.
There are some here who knew you
well in your bo:gpqod ﬂaxa, jn‘hequ

I wish.

are many here whom you benefited
by your counsel and advice in the
discharge of your priestly dutles dur-
ln? the many years of your guardian-
ship of their splritual welfare. These
faithful ones have sung your pralses
so that all are proud and feel hon-
ored in your having been chosen and
named Archbishop of New Orleans

Nor is this feellng of pride re-
stricted to the members of the Church
in this archdiocese of which you ure
the executive head., The prominence
and importance of the Archdlocese of
New Orleans as part of the body
ecclesiastic are recognized by non-
Catholic as well as by Catholle. It
fs but natural, therefore, that all
Orleanians, {rrespective of rellgion,
belief or denomination, should ex-
perience a sense of lpri'(le in seeing
that the rulers of this great Churcn
have recognlzed the fithess of one
reared here in New Orleans to
undertake and prosecute the work
thus far advanced by able, gifted and
sainted men, all of whom, however,
came amongst us as strangers. We
feel proud and know that thls selec-
tion of you as our Archbishop will

rove a moat happy and blessed one.
%Ve have witnessed the beneficial re-
gulta from Prour discharge of your
pastoral dutfes as a parish priest in
this eity. The admiration of the
world was aroused by your wonder-
ful accomplishments for the advance-
ment and elevation of the West In-
dians while In charge of the See of
Porto Rico. Your ability_to assume
the work of Blane, Odin, Perche, Le-
ray, Janssens and Chappelle, your
lamented predecessors, has been dem-
onstrated, We recognize that you
enter upon this work equipped in a
most ideal manner. You are known
to and are lovad by all of the peoplo
as one of themselves, You may rest
confident that they will co-operate
with you In every way to crown your
efforts with success.

It §8 with such assurances that
vour people have come to meet you.
You know them tn he devated snd
sincerc. As one who has enjoyed
your intimate friendship for so many
vears, I am proud beyond expression
to have been delegated to hae the
bearer of this message of love and
encouragement to vou, Your Grace,
‘v)nu people welcome you most heart-

¥

HON. PAUI. CAPDEVILLE,

the orator of the evning, was pre-
gented by Judge Parlange as “a dis-
guished representative of high citi-
zenship; a man who but recently was
Mayor of New Orleans, and who is
.now filllng an important public po-
sition under the State with as much
ability and uprightness as ha had
shown when he was Chief Magistrate
of this city.”

Mr. Capdeville sald:

“I have accepted with the greatest
plensure the invitation to speak In
behalf of the laity ot this archdlocese
on this hnﬂ)y occasion,

The ruthless hand of death some
ten months ago has removed from
our midat our Jearned and distin-

uished Archbishop, him who our
ate reverend sovereign pontiff, Leo
the XIII thought the right man o
i1l the exalted post of Apostolle
Delegate to the Philippines and to
Cuba, Placlide Louigs Chapelle, him
whom denth demanded as its vietim
when discharging the charitable and
devoted duties of his noble calling.

Since that time the affairs of the
archdiocese have been well and wisely
administered by the modest and
pious  Auxiliary Bilshop, Gustave
Jouxel, who kindly consented to ac-
cept the administratorship of this
vast diocese, but has ever bheen de-
sitous to be relieved of its responsi-
bilities, :

We cannot but sympathize with
him, therefore, and, leaving aside
every other consideration. we, the
lalty, rejoice with him and the clerpy
over the appointment of a new lead-
er and pastor,

The volce of the holy =spirit has
heen heard through i Holiness,
Pius X, and James H. Blenk, Bisho
of Porto Ricn, has been chosen to fil
the see of New Orleans, An import-
ant position, truly. One that human
rature can be justly proud of; one
that could mako the heart of man
glow with honest fervor, were not
the honor coupled with such respon-
s'bilities. In polnt of senfority, the
sece of New Orleens I8 second only
to that of Baltimore, and, therefora,
wo Catholle laymen, gathered from
nll over this State and archdijocese,
feel that we are justifed in manl-
festing our ,1o?v and happiness in the
choice” Rome has made in regurd to
James M, Blenk, one so worthy of
our esteem, admiration, confidence
and affectlon, and, as representin
every other Catholic in this vag
field, we wish to welcome him in a
befiting manner,

For a number of years Archbishop
Blenk exerclised his ministry as Pas-
tor of Holy Name of Mary's Church,
fa Alglers, and it wasg there that, by
his zeal and charity, ho made s0
inany devoted friends.

While there It was recognized that
there were higher and more arducus
duties for which his aterling virtues
and merits fitted him., 7The keen eye
and deep discernment of his prede-
cessor saw in him his able ally in
his desire to elevate the people of
Porto Rico; hence he recommended
im to Rome, and he was duly elect-
ed thelr bishop, but it was during the
Cathollc Winter 8chool especially
that we were able to judge for our-
selves, It was our privilege and
our pleasure to co-operate with him
in this good work, It was an occa-
sien on which we can now, above all
times, look back with joy and plea-
aure, becausg we were thus enabled
to learn and to become intimately
acquainted with his virtues and lit-
erary attalnments,

Archbishop Blenk has had many
distingulshed and saintly predeces-
sora in the see of New Orleans; many
whose lofty atandards held up before
Iim ean gulde him to ths highest
ldeals of what a true archbhishop
ought to he. No one following them
need fear the criticlsms of thae
worldlveminded nor the taunts of the
sanseless timeseekers,

I'rom Blshop Cardenas )
ver to Placide Chapelle there has
been one grand galaxy of heroes
whose noble achlevements, engraved
on our memorjes and recorded in the
Book of Life, are models foir the
highest only to aspire to, to wish
to imijtate, to be chosen to emulate.

Archbishop Blenk will be & wor-
thy successor of theirs. It now be-
comes the duty of the Catholic lalt
of this archdiogese to co-operate witg
him In the noble and difficult work
which has devolved upon him. Shall
we be found want n% in  our co-
operation with him? unhesitating«
ly say, 'No.” Are we to retrograde,
to go back? Assuredly, “No.' e
have been steadily advancing during
the lagt half-century, When I say
“we,”” I mean the men. only, becauso
the giood and charitable women have
at all times been desvoted to the
cause of religion,

can remember the time when
some of our 'Food men, honest cit)-
zens who had retained their falth,
yet were afraid to practice their re-
Hgion for fear of being criticised and
ridiculed. What an unfortunate eon-
dition of things that must have been!
But that time has passed, never to
come back again, Thanks to the Al-
mighty, to the zealous and devoted
clergy, to the prayers of the faithae
ful, who knew God’s will before we
did, we have learned how good it is
to have him as our friend and to re-
vere his pastors and vicegerents as
hig substitutes. Wo-have ag their
coworkers the Soclety of St. Vineent
de Paul, the Holy Spirit Soclety, the
Catholic Knights of America, the
Sodality of the Blessed Virgin and
others, and last, though not least,
m
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the Knights of Columbus. Why were
all thesge socleties established? Was
it for mere personal aggrandlzement?
Was it not, rather, that the men of
this and all archdloceses should co-
operate with the clergymen, the pas-
tors, to the attalnment of the end for
which we were all created~—the
reater glory of God and the salva-
glon of our souls? Is it not a well-
known fact that there are certain
works that can better be accoms
plished by laymen than by the
priests? Therefore we, the laity of
the newly-appointed Archblshu?. do
solemnly afirm that we wlill leave
nothing undone to prove our loyalty
to his cause.

Under his wise and enlightened
administration we feel that we are
greatly encouraged, and that we must
strive and that we will strain every
nerve to make this the model see of
our great and glorious country.

Permit me, in conclusion, to re-
new the promise that we, the lalty
of this illustrious see, will give you
all the encouragement and help
which it {8 possible for us to_give,
80 that you may gsome day be able to
raise your hand over all and say of
us that we have becen good and faith-
fu] servants.

Dear and Most Reverend Arch-
bishop, upon your arprival in your
archdiocese you were recejived with
open arms by your loyal, zealous and
pious clergy and your kind and hos-

itable aeople, and through .the
earned, eloquent and devoted Father
Mnssar&ler, and our talented and
distingulshed young friend, Judge
8t. Paul, you have raceived a wel-
come worthy of yourself,

To-night His Excellency the Gov-
ernor and His Honor the Mayor have,
in most eloquent terms, extended to
You, In hehalf of the people of the
Btate of Louisiana and of the city
of New Orleans, a warm and hearty
welcome, and now it is my privilege
and great plensure, in the name of
the lalty of this grand old archdio-
cese of New Orleans, whom I have
the honor to represent, to bid you &
most sincere and cordfal welcome.

ARCHBISHOP BLENIK

replied as follows:

, “The response has been announced
By the Archbishop.’ But what arch-
bishop or man can make response to
such superb, high, affectionate and
loving welcome? I feel unequal to
the task. O, there are Deautiful
sentiments struggling in my heart to
80 out to you in gratitude and affec-
tion, but the lipe cannot find tho
words to express the sentiments that
are surging from my heart. It has
been too much., There has been an
excess of that beautiful chivalry so
characteristic of this grand = old
Southern city, of this lovely South-
land, I most sincerely and from the
bottom of my heart thank the worthy
President of this magnificent recep-
tion for all his kind words of praire
and of encouragement that seem to
me to guther up into one mighty,
beautiful expression, the love that is
in your hearts, I know not why, I
know not how, for me. I thank the
distingulshed Governor, and I am
lad he told you that, to my very
heart's core, I am an American., In
Porto Rico, In different surroundings
from thosce of this country, and in a
different civilization, institutions and
traditions in which I dwelt for seven
¥ears there arose before me ever the
vision of nil}' grand, beautiful coun-
try, the nited étates. 1 often
thought of it and of the millions of
noble, free, independent men.it shel-
tered. 1 remember, as I was listening
to our distinguished Governor, the
last conversation I had with the late
lamented McKinley, He sald: ‘Bishop,
you have a great work to do; a great
fleld lles before you; much to attend
to in_Porto Rico.' And I anawered:
Mr. President, I will try to do my
duty; to do my work to the best of
my ability.! President Roosevelt two
months_ago, in a long talk we had
about Porto Rico, sald, when I was
preparing to leave, ns [ aid not want
to encroach upon his valuable time:
‘Bishop, you are not taking any of
my time, I will always find time to
listen to you. I want to know all
about Porto Rico.' And I told him all
and spoke the truth,

“Q, my spiritual ¢hildren, my dear
beloved, devoted Catholics of this
sunny, beautiful city of New Orleans,
if I can in any way show my grati-
tude for this great friendship, for the
high favors I have received at your
hands, it will be the joy of my life
to repay you; to tell the truth,
because jn truth there s success,
greatness, liberty and prosperity. I
shall always tell the truth, and.
Governor, I shall exact the truth from
those who are under me.

“When I was listening to the wel-
come of my good and dear o}d friend,
Mayor Behrman, it seemed to me that
wo were going through a play, for
I'remember the time I used to call
him Martin, and he had another and
o much shorter name than Arch.
blshop for me. And he knows how
mueh I love him, and he knows what
recognition there is in my heart for
the welcome he has glven me on be-
halt of the city, and what recogni-
tion, also, there {8 In my heart for
the welcome the Governor has glven
me in the name of the people of the
BState,

“There was a beautiful reference
made to the fact that a true man
who does not hearken to any but
noble, generous Impulses is a man,
indeed. On Jleaving Porto Rico to
come to New Orleans there were non-
catholics as well as Catholics assem-
bled to bid me good-by, At the ban-
quet of adieu, I told them that my
heart was big enough to take them
all, 1f all were true, noble, gonerous
men, irrespective of their creed.

“The worthy and respected Mr.
Paul Capdevielle, who spoke on behalt
of the lafty of this archdlocese, prome-
ised me the loyal support, the co-
operation, the uffection, the regard,
the strength, the power of tha
Catholic lalty to advance the cause I
have at heart. Under the guidance

and our divine Dbrother,
Christ, I want make
man and woman this

look up 0 [} and
Insplration for the doing of
great, good, ennobling things. %Vlth
these prlncf&)les, and_ with our ecit.
izenship under complete control of
the divine force, we must advance,
because great and good things in
thig archdiocese must come_ from
God's help, and the Almighty Father,
it wo do good, If we are true and
honest and eincere in the perform-
ance of noble deeds, will bless us
with his divine hands, But we must
be true to him Iif we wish him to
be true to us, and it we do so then
this venerable Diocese of Louisfana
will be the foremost in this great
commonwealith of the Western Hem-
Isphere; and God will give me and
you and all of us the sirength, the
Intelligence and thc will to go on,
&l:hp’:)gpeeift;i:séetﬁo thc;fgreatnesa.

n e we

beloved State. are of our

“You are, In a special wa
spiritual children. I,i\cceptvrvl{f) gg
light, with ecstasy in my soul, that
great regponsibility, I hall with great
overwhelming joy that magnificent

romise of Mr, Capdevielle—a prom-
s¢ he made to me and ta God, Let
us work together for the good of
all; let us do all we can, so that 1
may be proud of the trie men of thig
city, proud of the true, modest, pure
women of New Orleans, worllzlng
for tho blessed influences that go to
make a happy, prosperous citizenship,
I cannot belleve that in such a mag-
nificent gathering there are other than
true, noble men and women, Men are
moved usually, by some great object
some great aim, and my incentive
isoutoto oojm'y w}:.lc’tlle Cutyi t
¥ point ou 1¢ way, a
follow., " Let us, then, t‘}'{ln{:‘do]} ‘::1'21
aspire to higher fdeals. Tet us think
of God and "of country. Let us help
to strengthen the inséitutions of our
couniry. 80 ithat grand, democratic
rinciples will animate 'us. Let us
ove truth, fulfill God's aw; respect
the laws of the country, and 'we shall
N _someé measure give an exn.mele

ed

to
every in
State

find

o ask of

for others to follow., fTh
States I8 a great country. Iesatsj'ntihat
this {8 the greatest and the grandest
cc;umr.v on the face of the earth.
With the help of God and under his
blessings, try to do Bomething for
the glory of the beautiful, brilliant
and powerful Jand of your birth; try
to insure thu overlasting solidlty
or thig grand country and of its
great institutions, And God wiil
sm"ne upan you and all will he well,
Now I will take the liberty of go-
ing up to your Governor, and to ask
him—I am not advocating any union
of Church and State—and say, ‘Gov-
ernor, will you and yours In your
respective spheres, do al) you can for
country and God, and I will do all I
can to advance the welfare of this
great State and of this heautitul eitv,
Governor, will vou take my hand?®
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