OUISIANA SCHOOL
TEACHERS MEET

———

The Second Annual Session Assembles
at New Iberia,

— ———
Governor Foster and Superintendent
Lafargue Make Addresses,

Walter J, Burke, Esq, Welcomes. the

Strangers to Town,

o

‘Foxt of the Address of President W.
J. Calvit—The Delegatos in

Attendance.

New lberia, "La., Dee. 26.—(Special)—
The sccond sessiou of the - Loulsiuna
I'ublic School Teachers’ Assoclation con-
vened here to-day at 4 o'clock, in the
Oporn House, with Prof. W. J. Calvit,
of Alexnndrla, in ibe president’s chalr,
and Prof. €. 1. Byrd, of Shreveport, at
the secretary’s desk, with ubout 1256 mem-
bers present, representing all parts . of
the state cxcept the IiLth congressional
dlgtriet, which bas only one parish with
a delegate. -In addition to a Jurge list of
pulsic school teachers, the convention §s
attended by Governor Ioster, State Su-

perintendent  Lafargue, Superiutendent
Taaston, Associate Justice -Breaux and

Judge Adlen, and the meettng was for-
maily opened with instrumental musle,

Waiter J. Burke, 1sq., of the local bar,
made an address of welcome, which was
conched in charming lSnglish, and was
full of warmest hospitality, Ee felt great
pleasure 1n performing thls duty, because
o addressed an lotetligent and nobie
" band of workers, and because they repre-
sent the geand American jostitution of
pubtic education, aud whose duty it was
to educate all the children of tbis great
country,

President Calvit Introduced State Super-
jutendent Lafargwe, who responded nt
length and in cloquent terms to thls
cordial greeting.  After expressing his
great pleasore Tor the bonor of replying
to the cordlal avd hearty address of
welcome, he paid a just tribute to New
Tberin for er educational progress, which
places her in the forefront df education
in louistana, and said a word in com-
memlntlo‘n of ‘the police -jury and the
people for thelr Iiberality in bullding
thelr high school, and Insisted that our
children con be cducated at home for
legs cost than abroad.

He was especally

kind in bis re
marks_ about  Superlntendent Burl‘fe
and  Priocipal . lowe aund their co-
workers in the school room. He

fudorsed the work of the State Lenchers’
Asgoclation; he offered a pien for the gent
eryd  betterment of the tenchers, the
school-house, the facllities, and arousing
public sentiment, ard urged that these
were the Irnils of censeless agitation by
school oflicers, and a unanimous impulse
awmoung the tenchers Lo make (he scbeols
ag cflective as possible. He gave n clear
and ful) bistory of the difSculties here-
tofore cambuarrassing the work, which Jn-
cluded loss of  soctul position to the
teachers and putron, and he then turned

tory, which witnessed, Fhoenix-llke, the
schopls. beginuing to grow .abd better
houses, better and 1wore professional
teachiers and better equipment.  He sald
thut we have some communijties with the
unimproved teacber, but the day will
come when it will cease to be true. He
sald. an encouraging word to the poorly-
pald country teachers, with enly a short
annual terms, and told them to come (o
the front-and help bLuild up the work
for their own good and 1hat of thelr fellow.
men. He cloged Ly muaking Admiral Nol-
son's motto, “Loglund expects every man
to do his duly’ to read, ‘“Lcuisiuna ex-
read, “Loulslann expects every teacher to
peets every teacher to do his duty,”

Prosident W. J. Calvit read a fine In-
augural nddress, from which, the Tollow-
fng extracts nre made; :

The assembling .of. this association here
to-dny ‘will,. without o doubt,be produo.
({lve of fruitful - and' magnifcent results.
You ‘have so .wisely arraoged 'it as’ to
show that the -paramount lnterests you
represent, while opening “up: the vast
possibilltles ot the. future. ol cducation.
offer niso the happy inducement to.you
of a renlization of your highest bopes aud
ambitions. AN gatheriogs of this kind
are, £ 1 may so_speak, thé concentration
of great force. Your object is to consid.
cr the cducntiobal situntion, the forces
along that line, wil which you are pro
vided by the laws, and to apply in the
wisest manner possible, as far as you
cun, to  the pecullar circumstnnces of
your own' surronndings these forces. We
Wre tokl that-the great social forces ave
thought, will and -action, and:these three
‘great educating forces are to. be found in
this assemblage. Thought should find Its
food In truth; bence in all thal you shall
do, in all your practical conclusions, you
must remember that they must bave for
thel(n)‘ foundation the eternal principles of

rith,

he will plays a- conspicuous part lu
the right-doing of cvery human heart,
nnd wntil our bearts are freely and willing:
ly controlled . by truth and virtue all
socinl reforn:s cnonot be attained.

Actlon, oo, is a powerful factor, but it
must be governed and goléed by truth in
our thinking and by virtwe in our souls.
The well-helng  In~ sociely consists in
the perfect ordering of the different ele-
wenfs towards the grent scope of soclety.

Order, then, is fhé systematizing of the
varied relitlons, “the diferent clements,
one to (he other. These refations to
which we are subject can be embraced in
these words: Lhe Creator, humnnliy and
nnrture, We ail recognlze the para
wount duties. we: owe the Almigaly.
which duties we should never forgel. We
then bave the dutles (hat we owe to
ourselves and 1o our fellow-creatures, abd
finnlly ‘we have thosc relations fo the
great world . of nature, over whick oue
wellon s exerclsed., Jfrow the several
considerations of the different relations
spring up the great queslions which have
puzzled the human mind, the great prob.
fems which are before us now, one. of
which,” the educational problem, being
{he prime cause of this mecting to-day.
Louisiang bas long beov pointed at as.a
Is\g‘;ard fu_this vital malter of tho edu-
eation of her ehiidren ard, wbile this fact
has been keenly humilintivg to ber proud
sous and daughters, they hnve known and
appreciated, as sirangers: could not know
and appreciate, the. peculinr conditlons
that brought about avd prolonged this
state of things. .

“3Vith 'a heroic fortltnde they have bhorne
thelr bumiliations, and. bave patiently,
persistently, and successfully struggled
for better’ things, until .to-day, the tosy
dnwn. that wii) surely usber In a bright
and clondliess day, 1s plainly visible upen
the horizon, a new life is heing Intused
througbout the length and breadth of.the
atate, and the organization which you per-
focted ‘one year ago at-Alexandlria Is al-
ready a powerful factor in awakening an
increasing ' interest ieverywhere, “as is
abundanliy - evidenced by “the “assoclation
formed in nearly every parisi, co-operat-
ing heartily with the state assoclation,
and ahly represented. upon. the floor of
| this: lw.{ d]m is,” indeed,’ a. high ang

to the raore pleasant chapter in our his-|

holy misslon. Representing, as we do,
the " public educafional !ntgrests of the
state, that interest so nearly . coucerning
the masses of our people and upon which
rests their highest and fondest hopes for
thelv children,, we -shoulld - by keenly
alive lo the grave raesponsibilities we, as
teachers, have voluntarily assumed. :

“It will be your duty to thoroughly din-
cuss - the systemn voder which you ave
svorking—to recommend to the legislature
such needed. reforms as are known {o
he necessary aund in every possible way
through a8 free and full inferchange of
ideas and experiences to endeavor to jm-
prove and perfect that system. It Js the
work of your legisiative committee 1o In-
dieate for your approval and reconsidera.
tion such changes as are requived in the
present school 1aws, in order to -remedy
many of the ackpowledged defects; #nd
composed, ns in_that conunittee, of some
of {he ablest and most experienced teach.
ers in your organization, no fears need
he entertained Tor Lhe work to be done.
I would, however, impress upon,ycu the
importance of -vecommending the sub-
migsion of a constitutional amendment by
the degislature annuiling he last section
ot article 233 of the constitvtion, which
provides for the payment of the fnterest
on the school fund oul of any moneys
collected for the benet of said fund.
By means of tbis heretofore unheard-of
procedure, the state of Louisiana bas de-
prived her educable cbildren of n sum
of mopey more than equal 1o that surplus
clajmed to be in the treasury, and every
doltar of which rightly beiongs to the
schoo! children of the state, and not to
Lhe hondbolders. :

You should carnestly urge aud recom-
meond such legislation as will prevent the
appointment on the parish boards of edu-
cation of persons who are, cducationally,
wholly unfit for thig respovsible work.
“I'hese bodles shoutd be composed of edu-
caled, unprejudiced and moral men; Tree
from the Inflnence of such  self-styled,
‘broad-gavge men_ as are Lwimfull of nar-
row-gauge prejudices, and who, bhut too
often, have heen placed fu such positlons
as a reward for some valuable service ren-
dered,  We would have *po polities in
cduention; all the education possible in
polities.””

You should recommend also a provision

in the lew graniing a professionn! certif-
cate (o all teachers who have taught sue-
cessfnlly and conseculively in the pubiic
sehools for a period of seven years: and
as the safety of our institutions and the
prosperity of our people very lavgely de-
pend upon our free public schook system,
our lawmakers, bLoth state and natloual,
should be Impressed with the vital fmpov-
tance of leglstating along such lines as
shonld ave for their solé object the ac-
c?mpllshmcnt of the following resulls,
viz:

A preservation of the integrity of the
funds. and the fair and Impartial charac.
ter of our free public school system.

sfhe elimination of religious contro-
versy from public edocational guestions
and lssues. .

To destroy the intimidation pewer of
accleslasticism and politics over doth cit-
izens and lawmakers. -

Tet us remember chat to make public
eduention a success 3t wust be kept free—
absolutely free—from cither political, re-
\igious ot personal influencer. We must
labor to have the standard of teachership
elevated, and every species of favoritism
in the selection of teachers eliminated.
Tetmoral and educational qualifications be
recognized as the prhoary reqplsll‘os
and the preference given accordingiy, no
matter where the appliention comes from.
Lot us ever insist tbat all thinus pertain-
ing to our public schools’ interests shall
be done upon broad principles of justice
and right, and net wpon i{he narrow and
unjustifiuble plea of policy and expedien-
cy. To your hands is Jargely committed
the future destiny of our rising genera-
tion, and upon your jnstraction and exam-
ple must rest, too, {ts prightest hopes of

Lernity.
el’.l.‘he teacher's life, then, shouid be at
onee “benutiful as the glorified: east, when
the rosedte dawn flings back the sable
mantle of night; as the opening Wy
jeweled with diaonds of dew; brave as
the spirlt of truth, which the world
can never subdue, and . gentle, loving
and tender as tbe zephyrs of even, that
rock the roses to sleep.” ,

Dverything 1wust yield 1o ecduention,
and we must be voworthy the fnestimable
blossings of the llberty we cnjoy i we
capnot afford to make ibis enjoyment
an intelllgent, progressive ooe by. weans
of cvery cffort to improve the mental,
moral and phyrsical development of euch
gucceeding generation. 'This proud heri-
tage of ours should be transmitied to
these succoeding generafions, fmproved,
elovated apd purified by the bighest and
Dest effarts of their predecessors. Let
the motto be “Ever Oaward and Ever
Upward.”

The first steps have been taken LY you
towards a united, determined and well
directed movewent forward ip alt matters
concerning our moble profession, and I
congtatulate you oan_the good work so
ausplelously begun, Let our purest and
best efforts Le directed, singly, to the
material improvement and rebullding of
the public school system of our state,
to ihe end that ber children shall Wave
the advantage of every facllity of obtain-
ing an education fitting them to cnter fhe
race of life, equally equipped with the
most tavored of any scction.

President Calvit appointed a full line

gf“%ommittees to conform to the consti-
ution.
The pominntion of officers was declared
to be in order, and Prof. C. L. Byrd, of
Sbreveport, nominated Prof, . I
¥afnes, of the Stute Normal Coliege, for
president, and Superintendent Xuston was
nomiunted for {his place, hut he jm-
mediately withdrew bhis name, and then
Prof. Calloun was nominated and he im-
mefiately declined, but I'resident Calvit
snld that nobody could withdraw nomina.
tions once made. '

Miss Mariop Brown was nominated by
Prof, Himes for second vice president.

Superintendent. Easton nonipated Prof.
Flowe, of eNw lberia, as first vice prest
deut, and Prof. Calvin nowminated Miss
Marbin, of Rupldes.

Superintendent Xaston nominated Prof.
Bud, f)resent secretary, for re-election.

M, J.

¢

Daigre was nominated for treas

urer.
_Mrs. Joscphine Reed was nominated for
ticket agent. -
‘Phe list of teactiers and parish associu-
tlon representatives is-large and jncludes
delegates from the remote portions of
north Jonisiana, who were forced Ttc
forego thelr hoilday dinners apd rest to
reach bere to-day in tlme for the opening
exercises, These clrcumstances testify
to the great earnestness which s felt in
the success of the State Association.
Sonth Loulslana is well represented. but
the deicgates did vot leave home 30 as
to miss their holiday turkey.
““North Louisiana ‘eachers—State Super-
intendent_A.- D. wafaygue.
Caddo—Prof. . ¥. Byrd.
. De Soto—Geu, Williamson.
Natehitoces—Prof, R. T, Himes, Prof.
Stevens, Superintendent Smith, Miss Gre-
neax, Miss riess. . .
St. Landry—lsses Harwonson, Veazle,
Heebrard, lier. -
Morehouse—rrof. D, B. Showaller, Mliss

Irma MeceCord.
. Rupides—Prof, W].\ J. Calvit, 'Mlsse’sd.'l.

A. .\'I,yc-r,s...\., M. Myers, 1. 8 Landfs,.
W. W, Copp, N. N, Conp, Bessie Iorwin,
Nosa  Geirpby. NMamie “Heory, Leona

Henry_and A, W, Reldhelmer. .
cott, 'C. W, Ives, Miss Zoe Garig.

‘Acadin—Prof. B. 1% 'Toler, Miss Amelia
Bradford, Miss Minnie Castain, Miss Lucy
Windsor, Mrs. A. LN Young, Miss Jo-
sephine Andirg. , .

Lafayette--)Miss Carmelite Mouton, Miss
Fanple Grelg., Prof. J. C. Marlin,

Caleasien—Prof. J. 13. Keeny, Prof. W,
B. Hale, Prof. A, T. Jones

Iberville—Prof A. G, Singleterry,

Tangipalioa—Crof. H. .J. Daigre.

_ Vermilllon—Prof, W. W. Minor.

Lafourche=Mrs. C. Stuart, Miss B, Z.
Stuart.

New Theria—Miss Craig, Miss Darls,
Mrs, Carstens. J. P. Ross, J. H. \Walef,
Fsiix Crepin.: % J. Burress, W. M. Howe,
Prot Furguson.

St. Landry—Prof. . H. Beall.

&t Charies—Miss B, Delavigne.

cot. G. E. Tres, Miss Zoe Gariz.

&t Martin—Miss Mattie Kelso,
- Agecension—Miss Emma Quiwhy.
©Tafayette—Profs. J. . C. and T, B, Mar.

tin.
f.smllmpl.mn—c. W. Wortham, Dr. A, J.
@

nel,
“Representaives from the. public s
of New Orleans: Superlntegdont \i"'fror(:»lg

Taston ‘and the following. teachers: J, V.'

Calbonn, Mrs. R. 3I. Lusher, Mix .
rlon Brown, Doretta Seiler, .‘n'.?ugvzn:sle«:s ‘5\5?
dum. Florence Gordon, Jullz Hedges
Kate Howley, Mary Seiman, Elyma Jan.
froid, Plolse Platts mier, Kute Kelly, M.
A. McMillen, 1, P, Goodwyn. M. Sommer-
ville. Mrs, Bllen MHamilton,
Flanaga), Jdvzle Kelly, A, 21 "Ha
Mamie Vaughn, Arsene Miehie), (. Becl
Mrs, Josephine Iteed, DMisses Tilile. ISro-
nenberger, Tmma Gause, M. A. Wilson
Pllt'?r' Jas." . Dillatd of Tulape Univer.
sity. N
- At the nigbt session of the Teachers'
Associnlion a very large assemblage of
the ecitizens greeted the visiting teachers,
;_nt ndfewdlgud regmi‘_kstl’reslhent Calvit’
ntroduce: overnor ¥oster, who- de| ¢
the address ‘of the occaslon. .- l[vexeq
Goveraor® Foster explained. that- official

dulies and .an afiction to a.membe;
bis family. b T

mily had prevenied his:preparing. a

"F,nst Taton Rouge—Prof. R. I' TPress- |

vritten address, apd he made an ellem.
yoraneous talk on 'the condition of the
yubli¢ schools of the state to-day. Fle com-
yared the expendiiure of 1854 and 1842,
‘0 show the great favor in wbich ‘the
yeople now hold their achool, 1n 1884
e total expendifures was §5ii2.000, while
n 1802 it was $1,114,000, and that in
1884 there were ounly 1818 schools. while
1 1803 there were 2641 schools. and that
n 1892 the number of the new white
schools organized were Imoxe tban the
sombined number of white and colored
schools of 1

He sald that the year closing witnessedl
a ereater incrense in all schools  than
any previous year. He felt sure that the
edircationa! jnterest_ of-Loulsiana was de-
veloping more rapldly and grandly than
the peoplo realized, Me sakl education

_was the best juvesiment the people conld
o).
both

make. His  general  discussion ot
subject of education was ‘ndeed
practical and yet extremely gracions and
pleasing in_ {18 matter and  manner. He
then considered the question of sehnal
finance. and on this. subject he snid the
state support snould be supplemented by
ample local tax, as now grapted by
many police juries, but aise e right
of the people 1o vole un themselves
additlonnl snms as May Le necessar
build sehoolhouses and pay a good sal-
ary to the teacher.

He sconied the iden that :publie edu-
eation should be considered a malter of
charity, Me foit the school trcasuries
shonld be guarded and kept free from
political and cbarity contrel. He said that
the ceacher must he  respeeted and
esteemed in the communily where he
lives. and he addressed this andience os
baving 140,000 children under theiv con-
trol, and ke urged the association to ele-
vale their work 1o the plane of profes-
sfonal life. When this condition is realized
the merit of the teacher will recelve jts
reward, e urged the teaching of patriot-
{am, love of God, love of home, and that
this state is the greatest of all, and that
the worth and south are one and the
same, and {hat our great comatry is the
areatest of all nalions. and we counld be-
come the nohlest of people.

Captain Calvit's Carcer.

Un.{n'.:un William John Calvit, the first
resfdent and the ovignator of the Stie
Pubiie School Leachers' Association. now
in gession at New lherla, was born on
fhe plantation of his distinguished graml-
Tatber,  Governor Joseph Walker,” near
Alexandria, in ihe g:;rlsh of Rapides, on
the 1Llth of June, 184, Dbis other being
the eldest daughter of Governor Walker,

His earlier years were for the_most

art spent in New Orleans aud Baton
touge, where Governor Walker held most
of the highest offices wilhin the gift of
the 1)00010 whose_csteem and confidence
he always enjoyed. At tbesc places Cap-
tain Calvic received the elements of 1hat
practicnl education whic¢h was in a great
measure. completed ac Lmmitisburg, M4,
where he was a classmate of Senator I
White.

Qaptain Calvit went to Virginin as a
private in Colonel J. C. Wisc's company.
which was attached to the first Loulsiana
regiment, stationed during the first
months of the war near Norfolk. There
he remained wnril authorized, when bare-
Iy of age, by Mr. Benjamin, then secre-
tary ol war, to proceed t¢ his narive
parish apd ralso & company, which was
to have been allached to his regiment
in Virginia, His characterisiic energy and
perseverance enabled him, single handed,
to ruise as fine a company -of as brave
and true men a8 ever left the stute; but
betore the organization . wasx completed
Now Orleans was occupled by the fed:
erals, and be was cowpelled to remain
in the transMisslsslppl departhiment,where
bis coonmnand was, at first. ultached to
Colonel Jrawkln M.
and aftemvards cobsolidaled
Crescent Reghmeat, under the command

C

inte the

| of the hereic Beard, Click and Cpnfleld,

all of whom gave up thelr lives ‘on the
same day on the bloody field of Mans-
fleld. I1e was hionorably paroled at Alex-
andria when the war closed.

After spepding severat years in plant-
ing and other ocenpations he has for 1be
past clghteen years .been actively and
suecessfully employed in the public school
work in HRapides apd Grant. The estab-
lishment of ‘the Rapides pubile hizh
school 18 wmainly due (o his influence;

[ and §is success, untdl very recently, ¢

entirely due_ to bis management and
recognized abllity us its principal. As
parish superintendent of his nallve par-
ish Dbe discharzed the dutles of that
oftice with scknowledged abllily. He is
an earnest, faithful worker in the cause
of public_education and his elevation to
tue proud position he thas so ably filled
is - a fitting recognition by the teachers
of the state of hig valvable services.
He has Dbeen recently elected president
gfﬁ itshlc Teachers' Association of Rapldes
rish.

Ce

Clack's hattalion,



