EXECUTION.

Pgaul Pringle. Eanged in Mansfield,

o Dies Protesting HMis Innocence, but
Mas Made His Penco with God and Is
Ready to Go—The Crime for ‘'which ke
Suflered Death. '

IBPECIAL TO THE PICAYUNE.|

BUREVEPORT, Lii., Oct, 18, —The following
is the Dully Standard’s speoinl from Mais:
#eld regrrding the execution of Paul Prin-
gle, colored, to-day :

Tho trip from shreveport to Mansficld
lust night was made without_interruption,
but the arvival at Monsteld Station was
sousewhat late owing to thedelay in Shreve-

port,

Fanl Pringle, the doomed man, “was of

course the eentrul attraption to thoss on the
train, as_lio was on the way to he exasusod,
During the trip be conversed freely with ull
who interviewed i, and keptup liis epirits
remarkably well, when it was taken into
consideration thnt every one talked to him
of the near appronch of death.
. To ull thore Who conversed with him he
insjeted that e was innocent of the erime
{or which *‘he was to sufler death, hut was
prepared to go, ashe hud made Dbis peace
with Ged."

After the mvival of the train at dMansfield
he was taken to jnil and properly caved for
Ly Sherift’ Sample and his~ deputies, andl
slept well"during the remainder of thenight,
This morning lie ate o good hreakiast, and
nbout 12 o'clock was ~vieited; Dy Rev,
Messrs. G. N. Hartfield and Billingly, of
the white Baptist Chureb, and Jobngon and
Wickwise, of the colored Bn.]itlst Clrurch.
He prayed with them. After the prayer in
indl Priagle requested them to pray with
‘him on the senflold, which they conkented

to do.

The seaffold, which is the same on which
Ed. Bolten suifered deuth for the swme
criine, is sitnated in o cormer of the court-
house sqnare, nnd at forty minutes past 12
o'clock the doomed man aseended the same
with & finn step. On the sfand wore the
four ministers, reporters of the press and
officers of court, und the snue wis sur-
rounded 1\?' uhout o thousand spectutors,
many pf whom were colored,

After all preliminaries had been arranged
the doomed man addressed those present
for abont 16 minutes, His remmrks were
generally of o religious character, but he
took oceasion severnl times to proclaim his
innocence of the crime for which lie was
ahout to suiter the denth }xmnrlt;v. Ho said
he hnd made his pence with God, and was
prepaved 10 die, as he knew God was
plegsed with him,

He was appronched by one of the eolored
preachers who asked lim abous the crime
and his trinl, hbut he asked him to stop, us
he did not wish to review any wordly mat-
ters, aud still proclajined his innocence.

Iringle expressed n desire to sce his
mother and his wifo bheforo be died, hut
they were not present. Two of hiz nucleg
were present, and eqne forwurd, and tplked
with him. Toone of them he gave o dollay
for his mother, and asked them to hury his
remaing begide his fnther in bis old home at
Red River parvieh,

Rev. G. W, IHuwrtsfleld then oflered up a
prayer, which was joined in.hy those pres-
ent, and Pringle said ho was resigned to his
fate nnd readyto go. . .

Deputy Sherifl L, T, Hudson adjusted the

knot snd pulled the cap over hig head,

when Pringle said, © Good-bye all, I awm -

fnnocent; God bless you.'

sherifl W,
by.e; God blegs your sonl,” and sprang the
trap a6 precisely twenty minutes past 1
o'clock,

The drop was 6.{cet, There waeouly a

Alight shrugging of the: shoniders and
trembling by the nnfortnnate viesim,
- He was pronounced deud at thirty-two
sninutes pnst 1—twelve minutes—hy Drs,
Wateh and Bead, attending pln}ysicinus. and
when the body was eut down it wus fonnd
the neck had heen broken,

Sherif 8nmple had the body placed in a
coftin_and delivered to the wicle of the de-
cenged, ns requested by him.

Al the details connected with the exeon-
tion were conducted iv. a manuer credito,
ble to Sheriff Snmple, and everytling pussed
off guickly, Business in Mansfield was gen-
eraily suspended during the execution.

The crime for which Pringle was hung
was the stabbing of Albert 8mith while rob-
bing him. Edward Belton, a negro six foet
in height and weighing about; 160 ponnds,
very powerful and muscular, who preceded
Pringle to the land of shadows by way of
the gallows, was the prineipal actor in tho
tragedy, though it did not end in death,

John Mobile, another of the conspirators,
found guilty of the crime, is said-to lave
leen an ex-convict. ¥e is about § foet 11
inchesWigh, and weighed 160 pounds. |

Pringle was a8 dark mulatto, about 5 feet
10 inches high, and weighed about 150
pounds, and was wanted at.the time he |
eommitted his last oflense, Tor a hurglary in
Red River pavigh, Ho was & desperate and |
unscrupulous charaster, L '

The stabbing and rohbery took place on
the 216t of July last year, Alfred Swith, the
victhn, lelt the railread nenr San Patrico
Station, where he lind been at work forsome
time, for bis howe in Red River parigh, The
aeensed ?arues evidently thinking that he
had considerable money, formed & conspir-
acy to kill snd yob hiw, and ju eomjlinnee
therewith Xd. Belton left the carap with
Smith. When they pussed Thigpen's stove,
smith bought a pair of shoes, and fartber
on tliey stopped at o Wacksmith she i Where
l;h’ﬁ’ were seen together:
of

E

1oy traveled ob until within the vieinity
T."E. Hore's plantation, when Belton
protending to be very tived, induced Bmith

1o remadn with bim all night in  the woods,
prowising to give him two dollars if he
would do so. Justatnight Paul Pringle and
John Mobile, wtom Smith had left at the
redlroad, appeared on theseene where Smith
aud Belton were camped, and shortly after-
wards they all went to sleep. Bwith tossi-
fics that ho went to sleep; did notkuow how
long he slept, hut was awakened by & thuusty
of a'knife across his face, dnd as be rose
Ed. Belton cagught bim by the shoulders and
called upon Pawl Pringle to bring him the
club, which he did, and the witness mew no

more for twelve-daya. Itwas ulse proved

1bat the partics had money immediately
afier that, apd_that they had none hefore;

and Belton had a ﬁmlr of shoos in his pos-
session con-el;%mm ng with those Smith

bought from Thigpen, und he could notac-
connit for the possession of the smne,

After Smith was knocked semscless ho
was badly mutilated, his throat was cut
and bhis head was benten nll ovey, bis jaw
was broken, and he was hruised in a nost
liorrible manner, and it is astonishing that
e survived.” ‘Che conspirators ovidently
thought he was dead, for they drm:ﬁnd hiw
some distance aud left him ib  ditéh., But
stmnﬁe to sy, that although the flies soon
filled Liis wounds. with worms; he survived,
‘and on Saturdsy morning was found wan-
dering_ahout the woods, more dead than
alfve. Fawas out of his senses, and besides
| was unable to speak because his tongue had
been eut nearly in two by his asswilauts,
Although a stranger, some of the colored
people took charge of him, apd nurged him
back to life, an e. was thus enabled,
though yet & most ditirble object, to appeunr
hof t{le court und testify axaingt thie cul-
prits, whom the law has decread shall sacri-
floo their lives. \ :

This wns the Brat sentence of death ever
passed in DeSoto payish, Belton was hung

first. ;

Mobile, the most unrepentent of the lof,
esenped from the parish jail in a' general
delivery, and hing not been re-arrested, - -

A plucky law fight was made to save
Pringlo’s neck, but with no other sucuess
" than postponing his death until'to.duy.

The Tollowing is the death warrant:
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
L State of Louisiana,  §
| To W. P Semple, Esq,, Sheriffof the Parish of
De Sota: ! .

‘Whereas, on the 8th-‘day of March, 1882, I
divected you to saspend.the excoution of
Panl Pringle, who was gentenced. and con-.
victed on the 8th of October, 1881, hofore the
Ténth Judicial District Court of tue State of

|
P, Bample gnid, “Panl, good-,

Loujsiana, of the crime of stabbing and
theting, while in the perpeteation of the
crime of robqery, and for suid otfense was
sentenced by bis honor, theJndge of said
Comt, to suffer the ennil;,v. of deagh; and
ibe execution thereof was fixed on the 1ath
day of December, 1881, And the said Paul
Pringle baving esceped from jafl, and hav-
ing Deen reewptured, his excention was
aprin fixed for the 10th day of March, 1882,

Now, therefore, J, SBamuel D. MgEnery,
Governor of the 8tate of Louisiana, dv here-
hy direct you to canse the exgcntion to be
done, on the hody of the sald Paul Prin-
gle, on I'riday, the 18th day of Octoler, 1882,
Detween the hours of 12 meridianand 2 in
the afternoon, and for so Qoing, this, to-
getler with the annexed proceedings of the
snid court, will he your suficient warrant
und quthority. :

Given under my signature and the geal ot
the Btate of Louisiana, atthe city of Baton .
Routle, this 1st day ef Scspigsmber. 1882,

N . MCEXERY.
By tho Governor, . :
OscAR ARROYO, :
Assl. ‘Secrefary of Blate,

O



