7. MADISON WELLS DEAD,

m———

Former Governor of Louisiona and
Chairman of the Returning Board
Which Defeated Tilden,-

.

New Crleans Picayune.

In the death of ex-Governor James Madl- -
son Wells,~which oceurred yesterday fore-
noon, there passed from this earthly sphere
one of the most noted characters of the
Listory of this state.t He died in Rapldes
parish, some twelve miles distant frowu the
city of Alexandria. Althouglf he had nearly
covered one-fifth the distance'between’ the
ninth and tenth of those milestones that
register the decades of human life, he had
retained, asimpaired; almost to the very
last, the great mental vigor and remarkable
phrsical forces for which ke was noted
while posing as the central flgure’ in the
most exciting act that marked the closicg
days of that dark era of reconstruction in
this state. His recent activity in looking
after his personal interests IS manijfested 1
letters recetved here within the past weel,
referring to his,claim against the govern~
ment and other matters 6f his private busi-
ness, but in which no reference to his being
11l was made, from which the inference has
been drawn that his death resuited from an
{liness af very chort-duration.

He was born in this state, on New Fope
plantatiom, located on bayou Rapides,
twelve miles above Alexandria, January 8,
1808. His father, Szmuel Levy Wells, was
an Irishman; his mother, Aary Eblzabeth .
Calvit; a Hugaenot: He had five brothers,
Samuel L, Stephan,-Fraderick Calvit, Mont-
fort and Thomas Jefferson, and two sisters,
Mary and Elizabeth, eiery one of whom he
survived. His early education was imparted
to him at home by tutors, Who had been
especially engaged for tbnsgpumose. as was
the wont of the prosperoug plantersin those
days in providing for the edueational train-
ing of their children..

A3 he drew near to manhood he expressed
his preference {or a military career, {n par-
suit of which, in 1827, he left his home for
Middletown, Conn., whera he entered Cap-
tain Partridge's military collegze. In that
institution, such distinguished men as the
late Governor Horatio Seymour of New
York: the Izte Dr. J. P. Davidson of New
Orleans;’ the celebrated cireus man, P. T,

arnum. were classmates of young Wells.
Before he was graduated. however, the col-
lege was suspended in 1373, and thence he
went to Cineinnati‘to take up the study of
law. To this end he entered the office of
Charles Haramond, a celebrated lawyer of
his time, and tben editor of the Cincinnati
Gazette, — .

‘The followlng year his aspiratiens for a
legal career disappeared, and after consid-
eration he concluded that es he had inher—
fted land and slaves from lus parents he
would devote his future tb planting in Lou-
isiana. lle therefore returned to Rapides
parish, and was prospernus in the pursuit
of his last choice, to which he devoted um-
self till the outbreak of the civil war.

In the meantime he had taken a greater
or less Interestiin politics. In"1340 he was
an aiternate elector from Louisiana, when
Wiillam Henry Harrison was returned as
president of the United States. Iu 186 he
was a_candidate for the state legislature on
the whig ticker, but was defeated. n
in 1838 he suffered the same experlencs
when the whig candidate for the state sen-
ate in tha 1al district Y1} d o
the parishes of Rapides and Avoyelles, his
successful opponent having been Hon. |
Alichael Ryan.

In <be campaign of 1860 he espoused the
cause of the union-democratic candidate,
Stephen A. Douglass, and dunng the war
wag an openly avewed unionist. is adyo-
cacy of the cause of the unlon was not cal-
culated to mahe his evistence all that
might be des:red, In face of ihe Infiuences,
conditlons ard circumstances with which
he was environed; and for the most of the
time he was compelled to remain in hiding
in the meizhborheod of his hunting grounds
known as “Bear Wallow,” on the Caleasiea
river, about twelve miles below the presert
site of Babb's Bridge. There he remained
until the federals surrounded Port Hudson,
when he set out for the mouth of Red river .
and sought protection on the gunboats there
atationed. From that point he was taken .
10 New Orleans, whence, after a short stay,
he went to W\ ashington, where he was g
corded an nterviesy with President Lincoln |
upon conditio: s in Lounlslana.

Returning to New Orleans, he engaged in ]
the grocery business at the cormer bf Maga- -
zine and Poydras streets, but 2s & merchant J
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he met with no success. ln 1%35 when
Michael Hahs was made governor of this |
state, Wells became the jieutenant gav-
ernor. Hahn belng subsequently elected 1o |
the United States congress, Wells, ex-olfi-
clo, becama governor. At the next elecuon,
as the nominee of the democrats, he de-
feated the republlean eandidate, Judge J.
G. Taliaferro, and served as chief executive
of the state until he was removed by Gen-
eryl Thil Sherfdan, Wwhose estimate and
opinion of Governor Wells are expressed
both in Congresslanal Records and in sev-
eral of the unabridged Mhistories of this

state,

When ousted from his office, the de-
throned governor returned to his native
parish to look after his planting interests
once more, and there remained until he was
appointed surieyor of port in this distriet
by President Grant. He remained In that
affice during a portion of the Grant admin-
{stration. until the organization of the re-
turning board for ihis state, a_member of
swhich he was appointed, liis colleagues be-
ing General Thomas C. Andersos, General
James Longstreet and the two_ negroes,
YLouis Kenner and Gardenne GCasanave.
This board had existence during several
campaigns, but its mostrmemerable work
was its investigation of the returns of the
Hayes-Tilden election in 15, during the
zessions of whith General Loogstreet did
not serve, and the feeling in this state was
concentrated against Wells as the chair-
man and his white colleague, General Ane
derson, who, ungnimously with the negroes,
Kenner and Casanave, returned the eight
votes of Loulslana for Rutherford B,
1layes, thus defeating the drmocratic cane
didate, Samuel J. Tilden. It was the con-
duct of this boird, which likewise endeavs
ored 1o declare Packard governor of Louist.
ana, that had more to do with hastening
the end of negro domination in this stata
than anythinz clss

As may be well imagined, feeling against
the members ¢f the returning board ran
very high. Hated by democrats and ne%-
lected by those whom he had served, Wellg
returned to his home once more In Rapides.
From that time he has practically lived In
obscurity from public life, to the extent
that when, in 1830, his colleague, General
Anderson, died, leading New York papers
referred to Governor Wells as having «died
several years previously.

In 1833 he marrfed lMiss Mary Scotl
daughter of Jndge Thomas A. BScott o
Charlotte county, Virginia.; The venerable
Jady, ten years vounger than her deceased
husband, i3 still liming. They had fourteen
children, elght ¢f whom are st{l] Hving, to-
wit, four boys, Mumford Wells, now resid=
ing in Grant pavish; Jefferson 3. Wells, live
ing with: his mother in Rapides; A. C.

Wells, who lives in Texas, and Scott S.

Wells, & sergeant ia Hood's regiment; and

four girls, Mrs. Terrell Burgess of Alexan-

dria; Mrs. Lorette Snowden, a widow, re-
stdlng on her plantation ir Rapldes; Mra.

3. V. Weems of New Orleans, and Miss

Bessie Wells, who lives with her meather on

z&edx;zimuy Dplantation, where her aged fathe
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The remains ¢f sGovernor Wells “will bs
brought to Alexandria to-day,.and bes
terred in the cémetery at Plnevills this af.
ternoon. Ontside of his politieal Ufe, Gov-
ernor Welis had mwany friends. and his chile

n are all prominent in scclal-and come
merecial life. “As already stated, Governor
Wells’ yund was-strong 2nd active to tha
last, and one of lus last letters to Mr.
Weems of this clty outlied an invention
for turning the bog of 4-Wagon by a mere
touch, the meclanism belng of the ball-
bearing order- lle had 2lso been devotng
much of his time to pushing a large claim
esainst the government for supples taken
durinz the war. ?
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