WOODMEN UNVEIL THE tovemoer 4 190/
METAIRTE MONOMENT,

With Parade and Pretty Ceremony—Banquet at
Night to the Distinguished Visitors.

Undor the impressive funeral cere-
monies of the Woodmen of the Worid
and in the presence of at least 3,000
people the monumental tomb erected
to the memory of -deceased members
at Meatairie Cemetery was unveiled at
4:20 o'elock yesterday afternoon. Con-
gressman Morris Sheppard, Soverelgn
Banker of the Order, delivercd the
oration of the duy, which proved so
intensely interesting that during thae
entire time he was speaking the
slightest noise was not heard from
the vast throng.

At 2:20 o'clock in the artarnoon the
procession, headed for the cemotery,
loft Camp and Canal on its lonyg
march, Owing to lateness on the part
of & number of members the parade
wag twenty minutes late in Ica\'l_ng
the sterting point. "The procession
wus headed by Grand Marshal Peter
Clements and his aids. Then fol-
lowed the Uniformed Rank, the mill-
tary division of the Order. This was
made up' of camps from this city,
Covington and Lockport. Tho mem-
bers were dressed in the regulation
military blue uniforms used in the
United States Army by commissioned
officers. Every man carried a barad
sword, Following thir cama o detail
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After singing “Rock of
the W, 0. W, hymn and
camp honors to the dea
gramme was concluded.
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BANQUET TO VISITORS,

With u Souvenir to the Absent Sov«
ereign Conunander,

At 8§ o'clock lasu evening the Sa\:-
erelgn officers of the order were
tendered a banqguet in the private
aining-room of A. J. Fabacher, o'n
St. Charles Strecet, There were fifty-
six plates laid and a more enjoyable
spread was never given in tHe local
history of fraternal org‘nnlzationg.
The guests asscmbled at tho Sr.'.
Charles Hotel, where all tha Sov-
ereign officers are stopping, and
marched in & Lody to the restau-
rant.

As moon as everyone had entered
the banquet hall General A. B.
Booth, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee On Arrnngements, appointed A
B. Harris to act as toartmaster. Ree
partee flew thick and fast after the
specch-making began, it b\.\h'lg' the
order of the evening {o confuse Q8§
many speakers as possible, but all
of them refused to be¢ confused and

WOODMEN OF THE WORLD MONUMENT.

saveral hundred strong of Woudinen,
carrylung axes. Behind this wors the
Boys of \Wooderaft, the junfor di-
vislon of the Order. The hoys were
drussed in khaki uniforms and car-
{ rled axes. The cavalcade was ron-
cluded by several score of earriages
carrying tha locul and vixiting offl-
cers of the organization.

1t took one hour and ten minutes
for the parade to reach the ccome-
tery. A lurge crowd had gathernd
in the meantimo, and by tho time the
procession reached theruv there was
hardly standing room in the open
space between the s,.cakers’ stund atid
the mvunument. Evory monuuent {n
the vielnity was pressed Into service
a8 a grond stand, and at that many
people who vame to witness the core-
monfes were vnable to find room to
look on.

The Woodmen Monument is com-
posed of Georgia white marbl: and s
buillt in the siyle of a vuult, sur-
mountod by & broken tree stum)
The lot on which {1 I8 located is sur-
rounded by a stone copiug and s
formed Into the shape of a wedge.
one of the emblams of {he Order. 'The
names of deceased moembers are in-
scribed on o marble slab just inside
the iron gate, which extends agross
the leourwuy upening in front of tha
vault.

Owing to the tremendous crowd at
the monument General A. B. Boolh,
Cheirman of the Committee on Ar-
rangements, decided to curtail tha
programme, which was opened
the band playing “Nearer,” My God,
‘To Thee' Immediately followlng
this Miss Eva Gish recited the poem:
"'Oh, Why Should the Spirit of Mortal
Be Proud?’ She is an_excellent clo-
cutionist, and her words were casily
heard by the entire audience. Ap-
plause followed the conclusion of the
recitation, .

Walking to the front of the plat-
form with pured head and uplifted
arm, General Bell said: *Remove tha
vell and let God's sunshine fuall on
this monument to our departed sov-
oreigna.” As he said these words
Master of Ceremonies Joseph A. Vul-
Het removed the white curtain re-
veallng the beautiful masonry. Tha
Woodmen Quartette sang: “In the
Sweet By and By."

General Hell then introduced Con-
gressman Sh:.-p{mrd to the audience.
He said in part:

*‘Once more the living meet to con-
secrate the memory of the dead.
Once nore to guther aryund the dust
that hus returned to dust and ashes
to ashes. Once more we gstund in
frout of the invislble ser in which
every asoul Is lost, Once more tla
scul is torn with unbounded woe.
But what objoct {8 more familiar to
ue than the grave. We are ‘aught
from childhood that ws must die, On
every side we see the tomb, Bvery
moment has witnessed the flight of
nortal lives., Death {8 the thing of
all things best known to man, Deatl!
is the nmiost universal fact in human
hisiory, Yet we are unable to greet
it with wserenlty. The distross for
the loss of others, with us is not
more absolute than tho fear
which we meet our own demisc.
IHow universal is the drend of death
and so delightful the thought of
physical existence, So horrifying is
the thought of the grave it is doubt-
ful if we shall ever get to a stagc
where we"will not shrink from dis-
solution,
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\tuture existence of the soul. J
‘_hundred years after this pagan died
Christ came to give the world thesze
- same . teachings., And
after.the death of this
all ~the lessons and warnings of
~death, some men ‘and women stil]
dcubt that future existence.

“I8 it possible’ to show by
argument that the grave {8 not.the
end? T think it is. - Soprates speaks
through his philosophy throug
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I something - more
than death In the life.
How indestrugtable -ﬁg'?ﬁ-&‘.’ﬁ"’ men.

rospondued  to witly qguestions swith
humorens answoers,

Sovercign Adviser W, A, Fruzer
1““ first called for w speech, and said

un "Ll
“Gentlemen, 3 come from o place
named Fexus, doubtlesr but fow of
You gentlemen from Alglers and su-
hurbs have ever heard of this place,
but by way of introduction, I will
fay that in Texas there are only (wo
clusses of puuple,  Deomocrats’ and
Waodmen.”
*He then continued on the financlal
condition of the order, showing how
well it wag equipped (0 mect any
demands which might be made on the
treasury. He sald (hat although the
money markel in New York was in
A very unsteady coundition the fi-
nances of the Woodmen were in thae
best of cireumstunees. At the con-
clusion he was presented with a beau-
titul badge, emblemutic of the order,
Lo be given (o Sovercign Commander
Juseph Cullen Koot upon his return
Lo Omaha. The Ladge wad o present
from IMickory Cump No. 28 and the
presentation  speech  wus made by
Soverelgn H. W. (rover of that
camp. )

Sovercign Bunker Morris Sheppard,
of Texarkanu, Tex., responded in one
of Lis usual brilliunt speeches which
captivated the audience, and it was
fully five minutes after he had fin.
ishod s?en.king bufore the applause

suhsided.
Others who responded to toasts
were:  Soverelgn  Manager N, B.
Maxey, Indlan Territory; Soverelgn
Hseort H. F. Simrall.  Columbus,
Miss,; Sovercign Wutchman 1. Wood
Jdewell, Manchester, luowa; Soverelgn
Managers C. C. Farmer, ML Carroll,
.; J. 13. Fiwzgerald, Kansas City,
Mo.; L. Q. Rawson, Cleveland, Ohlo*
T. B, Patierson, Chattanooga, Tenn.,
and 15, B. Lewis, Kingston, N, .}
Head Clerk Newell C. Butler, Shreves
gorl, La., and General A . Booth,
overeign 13. J. MeKee responded Lo
the "Bouys of \Vooderafy,” Sovereign
R. A, Cronan, to the “Uniform- Rank,”
and E. }H. Bradshuw on "The Dutles
As Sovereign Delegute From Missis-
sippa, Jurisdictjon M.
Or'.l‘h‘:; eBummet Committee consisted
1]

followin persuns:
Bockes, 54

Otio Levy. W. H. Trackwell,
N Grover :lmd Al.uB. Huyris.,
An open meeting w he held -
night by the Wondmen at Ozied] Fvé?-
Iows' Hall to which all members of
the order, as well as the publie, are

invited,
————————
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