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The historic Locust Grove Ceme-
tery, once the private burial ground of
the Luther Smith family, is now owned
and maintained by the State of Louisi-
ana. It is located in West Feliciana
Parish, on a weill-marked but small
wooded road branching off from High-
way 61, just north of St. Francisville.
This peaceful little graveyard was the
center of attention earlier this month
when the General Robert McCausland
Chapter of U.S. Daughters of 1812 held
a patriotic ceremony to dedicate a

bronze marker which was placed on -

the grave of General Eleazar Ripley,
one of the heroes of the second conflict
that our nation fought against England
to establish its sovereignty.

Shaded by gnarled moss-covered
trees, this cemetery is the resting
place also for young Sarah Knox Tay-
lor, daughter of General (and later
President) Zachary Taylor, and first
wife of Jefferson Davis, later beloved
Presidi of the Confederacy. Sarah
had died of malaria here at Locust
Grove Plantation, home of her young
husband’s sister, Anna Davis, wife of
Luther Smith. Another close relative of
Jefferson Davis who lies buied here is
his brother, Dr. Benjamin Davis.

Eleazar Ripley was born in 1782 in
New Hampshire, of distinguished

“ancestry. Edacated in law, he served
two terms in the Massachusetts Legis-
lature. He married the daughter of a
minister, Love Allen. She bore him a
son and a daughter. When hostilities
began with England in 1812, he enlisted
in the army and was given a commis-
sion as Lieutenant Colonel by -Presi-
dent Madison. For two years, his
regiment was involved in bloody con-
flict with the British and Indians, and
for his leadership, he was promoted to
full Colonel.

It was in the summer of 1814 that he-
reached the peak of his military
career, when he was called on to take
command to the Battle of Lundy’s
Lane, due to the sudden wounding of
Generals Scott and Brown, his superior
officers. Here his success earned him
the battlefield promotion to Major
General. His fame was further
increased in the attack on Fort Erie,
and Congress presented him with a
gold medal. Unfortunately, he was
severely wounded by a shot in the neck,
from which he never fully recovered.
After the end of the war in 1815, he
remained in the army for five years,
building up the east coast defenses.

Meanwhile, his wife had died, and his
two small children had been sent to his
brother, General James Ripley, in
Maine. In 1820, Eleazar traveled to
Louisiana and set up a law office in
New Orleans, but he soon moved to the
small town of Clinton. In 1832, he was
elected to the State Senate, and in
1834, to the US. Congress. In 1830, he
had married Mrs. Aurella Smith Davis,
the widow of Dr. Benjamin Davis. The
couple had only one child, a daughter
who died in infancy.

Ripley’s children by his first wife
came to live with him. The daughter
soon married Judge Thornton Lawson,
but they left no descendants. In 1836,
Ripley’s young son, serving in the army
in Texas, was put to death By General
Santa Anna, aleng with a group of
other American captives.

In 1839, death brought to an end the
quarter of a century of public service

. of Eleazar Ripley. He died after a
short illness at his plantation in East
Feliciana and was buried in his wife’s
family burial grounds, called “God’s
Acre.”

The dedication of the marker to
General Eleazar Ripley marks the 14th
consecutive year that the McCausland
Chapter has dedicated a marker to a
soldier of this early war to maintain
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Your choice of small appliances
with a manufacturer’s rebate

American independence. Previous
soliders of the War of 1812 who have
been memorialized in this manner are:
Genperal Robert McCausland of West
Feliciana; General Philemon Thomas
of East Baton Rouge; Lieutenant David
McCans of East Feliciana; Private
Philip Richardson of East and West
Feliciana; General John Joor of Wil-
kinson Co., Mississippi; Coporal Joseph
Felps of East Feliciana; Captain
Zachariah Lea of Pike Co., Mississippi,
Private James Groves of Sabine Par-
ish; Private Robert Fluker of St. Hel-
ena; Private James Isaac Taylor of
East Feliciana; Private Charles Daniel
‘Comeaux of East Baton Rouge;
Coporal Fergus Duplantier of East
Baton Rouge; and Lieutenant John
Jones Austin of West Feliciana.

Most of these were ancestors of
chapter members and served from the
old West Florida section of Louisiana.
Several of the graves were in aban-
doned family cemeteries which were
locatéed and restored by this histori-
cal-minded, and dedicated, group of
ladies. One of their outstanding mem-
bers is Mae Haase who probably rates
the title of “outstanding preserva-
tionist” for her work in many histori-
cal/genealogical societies throughout
Louisiana. Mrs. Haase is secretary of
the State Society of Daughters of 1812
and chapter vice-president for the
McCausland Chapter.

Sister Dorothy Bachelot, 317 W.
University, Lafayette, La., 70501,

5.00 Rebate

Norelco Gotcha
Gun blow dryer

16.99

With a 5.00 manufacturer's
rebate, your costis 11.99. A
new, compact blow dryer
with collapsible pistol grip
handle. High, medium and
low settings; trim shape.

Our buyer has assembled a
great collection of small
electrical appliances for
you, each with its own
manufacturer’s rebate! You
pay our low featured price
on any item here and
receive a manufacturer's
rebate coupon too, simply
send in the coupon aiong
with your sales slip and -
Voilal The savings are yours.
The manufacturer will send
you your rebate. it's a great
way to save money, now,
just before the Christmas
rush. Choose from a wide
range of home gppliances
and make your life easier.
Small Appliances, all stores.

2.00 Rebate

Mr. Coffee for
10 great cups!

34.99

Wwith a 2.00 manufacturer’s
rebate, your cost is 32.99.
Brews from 2 10 10 cups of
perfect coffee in just
seconds and keeps it hott
Heat-resistant glass
decanter.

would like to learn the parents of
Celestine Ducote who married Con-
stance Gagpard. They were from
Avoyelles or St. Landry parishes. They
had a son named Joseph Celestine
Ducote who was born around 1826 in
Mansura, La. .
Also needed is information on thé
parents of Adeline Mary Meche, who
married Eugene Bearb in 1849 in St.

Euremie Roy, a Canadian orphan, who
married Celestine Istre in 1858 in St.
Landry Parish.

Sister Bachelot would also like to
have the baptismal records of: Felicia
Guidry, daughter of Joseph Guidry and
Emilite Saunier, Denis Istre, son of
Fostan Istre of Lyons Point and
Melanie Bearb; and Edmond Pierre
Bachelot, born about 1847 in the New
Orleans area or along the River Road.

toward Baton Rouge.

Felicia Guidry was married to
Joseph “Omer” Constantin Oct. 18,
1870. Denis Istre was born about 1872
and married Leotine Constantin.
Edmond Pierre Bachelot was a son of
Pierre Bachelot and Marie Celine
Wiltz.
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Jacquelyn R.Smith, 4800 Bergerac
St, New Orleans, La, 70129, needs
help on St. Jacques Landry and Mary |}
Clara Tauzin. They had two chiidren:
Vivian M. and 7??7. Vivian was mar-
ried to Louis Gerhauser, and they
had two children —AnnaVivianand‘
Eleanor. Louis died at the age of 22,
and Vivian remarried to James Armit.
Their two sons were James and St
Jacques.

After Mary Clara’s death, St. Jac-
ques Landry is thought to have mar-

2.00 Rebate

Conair blow dryer
for easy styling

1299 .

with a 2.00 manufacturer’s
rebate, your cost is 10.99.
Features 2 heat
temperatures and 2 speeds
for quick styiing. drying and
touch-ups. Light enough to
be portable. 1200 watts.

5.00 Rebate

Toastmaster toaster
oven and broiler

47.99

Witha 5.00
manufacturer’s rebate,
your cost is 42.99.

Saves you time and energy.
Bottom heat sears, top heat
broils, no need to turn food
over. Automatic door
opener.

3.00 Rebate

G.E. 10-cup
coffeemaker

26.99

Witha 3.00
manufacturer's rebate,
your cost is 26.99.

Brews 2 to 10 cups and
keeps it hot. See-through
water reservoir with cup
markings for easy filling.

ried Amelia Copping (Landry), his
brother’s wife. Amelia and Albert
Landry bad two sons, Albert and Cyril

AlbatandSLJacqusfamawaslﬁ
Jacques Landry, and their mother was
a Jourdon.
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Correspondence to this column
should be directed to Damon Veach,
The Times-Picayune Sunday Desk,
3800 Howard Ave, New Orleans, La.,
70140.

624 MOSS ST.
(Bayou §1. John Near Orleans)

488-8528

PRE-SEASON
WINTER CLOTHING

A GREAT SELECTICON
OF

TOP QUALITY

“HiS AND HER” OUTDOOR
CLOTHING

Parkas, sweaters, shirts,

. . . for every day or those special occasions. Plus

a large selection of skiing outfits.

Famous Names Like -

NORTH FACE, CAMP 7
WOOLRICH

ICAROE &
— L RALL SEDP

Opan Mon.-Sat. 10-6: Thursday ‘1 9
Credit Cords Weltome—Parking ot Door

vests, ponts, knitted hats

SALE ENDS
NOVEMBER 3

2.00 Rebate

G.E. traveliron
for busy people!

19.99

Witha 2.00
manufacturer’s rebate,
your cost is 17.99.
Lightweight and simpile
styling make this a favorite
with fravelers. Steam or dry,
it's a real energy saver. 100!

5.00 Rebate

American
food processor

39.99

Witha 5.00
manufacturer's rebate,
your cost is 34.99.

Cuts, chops, slices, blends,
shreds, purees and grinds!
Complete with 4 blades
and arecipe book.

7.00 Rebate

Hamilton Beach
food processor

99.99

Witha 7.00
manufacturer's rebate,
your cost is 52.99.

A sturdy machine that does
almost anything! Powerful
moior gives instant starting
speed. Pius 4 accessories.

5029 VETERANS BLVD.
{Neor Transc.
885-0044
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